
INDIA
Explosives, arson, and use by the military damaged or destroyed more than 100 schools in India. The highest rates of
attacks occurred in 2013 during elections in the country’s northeast, and in 2016 in connection with violent protests in the
state of Jammu and Kashmir, where approximately 500 secondary school and university students were reportedly
injured. 

Context
Ongoing political and separatist conflicts triggered unrest in several regions of the country, each resulting in attacks on
education.888 In 2014, CEDAW noted its concern for the level of violence affecting women in the conflict-affected areas
of the country, including rape and other forms of sexual assault.889

Separatist movements and communal conflicts reportedly contributed to violence in the country’s northeast.890 Abuses
affecting education were concentrated in Assam, Manipur, and Meghalaya states. Also in the east of the country but
farther south, Naxalite or communist groups continued to fight the government, affecting education.891

Conflict in Jammu and Kashmir state in northern India, which began when the Indian sub-continent was partitioned
into India and Pakistan in 1947, continued throughout the reporting period. Tensions heightened after a Hizb-ul-Muja-
hedeen leader and two other militants were killed during a clash with government forces in July 2016. Conflict closed
the state’s schools for eight months that school year.892 Violence flared again in Jammu and Kashmir in April and May
2017, with student demonstrations against Indian police closing schools and universities in the state.893

In the higher education sector, rising tensions between student political groups led to increased violence directed at
academics and students, including those associated with minority groups and those viewed as political opponents.894

The frequency of attacks on schools remained similar to the 2009 to 2013 reporting period covered by Education under
Attack 2014, as did attacks on students, teachers, and other education personnel. The attacks also occurred in the
same regions. Reported instances of military use of schools appeared to decline, while attacks at the higher education
level appeared to occur slightly more frequently. 

Attacks on schools
Attacks on schools occurred across all conflict-affected regions of India during the current reporting period, but the ma-
jority took place between 2013 and 2015 in the northeastern and eastern states. According to media reports compiled
by GCPEA, approximately 100 attacks on schools took place, a rate similar to that documented in Education under Attack
2014. In July 2014, the CRC expressed concern over continued attacks on schools by non-state armed groups.895 In 2016,
the northern state of Jammu and Kashmir also saw a marked increase of attacks on schools linked to violent protests.
The majority of attacks on schools occurred at night and did not cause casualties. 

In 2013 there were media reports of at least 26 attacks on school infrastructure in India, taking a range of forms from
explosives to arson. The majority of these attacks (21) occurred in India’s northeastern states of Manipur and Assam,
including 11 attacks during elections. There were also five attacks on schools in the states of Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha,
and Uttar Pradesh, according to the media sources. Maoist groups claimed responsibility for or were suspected of being
behind the attacks in Bihar and Jharkhand. The perpetrators of the attacks in Odisha and Uttar Pradesh were unidenti-
fied.896 Examples of reported attacks on schools in 2013 included the following:

· Between January 25 and 27, 2013, three explosive devices targeted Raja Dumbra Singh High School and Khong-
hampat High School, both in Manipur state, and Jaleshwar High School in Assam state. The Coordination Com-
mittee, an umbrella organization comprised of several non-state groups fighting against the state, claimed
responsibility for the first attack, while officials suspected that the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) was
responsible for the second attack. No group claimed responsibility for the third attack. All three explosions were
thought to have been intended to disrupt Republic Day celebrations.897

· The next month, on February 10, 2013, at least 11 schools were partially or fully burned down in Assam state, due
to polling violence, according to media reports.898
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· On June 15, 2013, suspected Naxalites blew up a middle school in Bhulsumia village in Jamui district, Bihar
state.899

· An explosive device went off at Ayatpur High School in Ayatpur city, Odisha state, on July 1, 2013, reportedly in-
juring at least 19 students.900

· Authorities disabled another explosive device at the government middle school for boys in Katlang village, also
in Odisha state, on September 11, 2013.901

· On December 3, 2013, the Communist Party of India-Maoist (CPI-M) claimed responsibility for blowing up a school
that was under construction in Kurumgarh village, Jharkhand state, reportedly to prevent police from using the
building. They left behind a note that stated, “Destroy police camp.”902

· In Uttar Pradesh, unidentified assailants threw an explosive device at an educational institution serving a minority
group on December 5, 2013.903

Attacks on schools appeared to decline across conflict-affected areas in India in 2014, with the media reporting at least
three incidents, including the following: 

· The United Revolutionary Front reportedly claimed one school bombing that occurred in the insurgency-affected
area of Manipur state in northeast India, when an explosive device detonated at a primary school located near
the home of the Minister of Health and Family Welfare on April 12, 2014.904

· Maoist groups blew up two schools in Jharkhand state: one in Bokaro district on April 17, 2014, and one in Latehar
district on August 16, 2014. The latter school had reportedly been demolished previously and then reconstructed
before being blown up a second time.905

At least 12 attacks on schools took place during 2015, according to media reports. Four incidents occurred in connection
with the insurgency in India’s northeast (three in Manipur and one in Meghalaya states), four schools in the Maoist-af-
fected areas of Bihar and Jharkhand states experienced explosive attacks, and four incidents affected schools in West
Bengal state.906 For example:

· MM Higher Secondary School in Imphal city, the capital of Manipur state, was reportedly targeted twice, once on
March 8, 2015, when a grenade exploded outside the school, and once on June 26, 2015, when a bomb was
safely defused.907

· On March 9, 2015, six gunmen suspected to be part of the Garo National Army opened fire on a school in Rabhagre
village in West Garo Hills district, Meghalaya.908

· An attack at God Church School in Dum Dum Cantonment of Calcutta, West Bengal, injured one student on June
15, 2015.909

· On August 15, 2015, two explosives thrown at a school in Nawada town in Bihar state reportedly injured two fe-
male students.910

· In Jharkhand state, the CPI-M left a pamphlet at a school in Serendag village, Latehar district, after detonating
explosives there on November 10, 2015. The pamphlet warned against allowing security forces to use school fa-
cilities and demanded that security forces vacate any schools in the district that they were currently using.911

The rate of attacks on schools in India rose sharply in 2016. GCPEA identified media reports of 58 attacks on schools
that year. The majority of these incidents took place in Jammu and Kashmir state, but schools were also attacked in at
least 9 other Indian states.912 In Jammu and Kashmir state, unidentified assailants burned scores of schools. These at-
tacks occurred against a backdrop of violent protests. According to Human Rights Watch, at least 32 schools were set
on fire between August and the end of the year.913 In response, the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir directed govern-
ment officials to take the necessary measures to protect them.914 Schools across the state were closed from July 2016,
to March 2017.915 Examples of attacks on schools elsewhere in the country included the following:

· On March 29, 2016, a bomb exploded at Kaliahudi Primary School in Dhurudiamba, Keonjhar district, in Odisha
state, injuring one child. There was no claim of responsibility for the attack.916
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· On May 4, 2016, several explosive devices were found at Shankarpur Primary School in Ramnagar, West Bengal
state, which was being used as a polling station. The devices were defused, and no group claimed responsibility
for planting them.917

· Two more explosive devices were reportedly discovered and defused near a school in Bijapur district, Chhattis-
garh state, on May 9, 2016. It was suspected that the attackers were Maoists targeting government soldiers, but
it was not clear whether the soldiers were based in or near the school.918

· A gun battle between the Indian army and other armed groups reportedly destroyed the Education Development
Institute in Pampore, Jammu and Kashmir, on October 13, 2016.919

· On August 15, 2016, an improvised explosive device reportedly exploded near Indira Gandhi School in Tinsukia
district, Assam state.920 The United Liberation Front of Assam claimed responsibility for the attack.921

Attacks on schools appeared to slow in 2017, but at least two schools in Jammu and Kashmir state were targeted, and
several other attacks by unknown assailants occurred in other areas of the country. For example: 

· On January 28, 2017, Times Now reported that unidentified assailants set a school in Kupwara district, Jammu
and Kashmir state, on fire, destroying two buildings.922

· According to local media, on March 10, 2017, an unidentified individual threw a bomb into the Sardar Patel Inter
College in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh state, injuring two female students.923

· First Post reported that a government school was set on fire in Budgam district, Jammu and Kashmir state, on
April 7, 2017. The school was to be used as a polling station.924

· In Jharkhand state, suspected Maoists attacked one school in Khunti district on the night of April 28, 2017, par-
tially destroying it, according to the Indian Express.925

· On April 29, 2017, according to the Hindustan Times, a bomb exploded at a government-run middle school in
Patna City, Bihar state, injuring seven students.926

Attacks on school students, teachers, and other education personnel
According to media reports compiled by GCPEA, there were more than 30 cases of abductions, explosive attacks, tar-
geted killings, and violent repression of student protests between 2013 and 2017, which harmed approximately 150 stu-
dents and education personnel.927 Most individual attacks occurred in connection with the insurgency in the northeast
and the Maoist conflict in the east. However, the majority of individuals harmed were injured during student protests
in Jammu and Kashmir in April and May 2017. Although the protest-related violence meant that more students and ed-
ucators were reportedly harmed by attacks on education between 2013 and 2017, the documented rates of abduction
and targeted killings were slightly lower than those reported in Education under Attack 2014. 

Four incidents affected students, teachers, and education personnel during 2013, according to media reports. These
included two cases of abduction in Assam state, an attack on a teacher’s residence in Manipur state, and an attack on
a school leader in Uttar Pradesh state: 

· In Assam state, unknown assailants reportedly kidnapped the headmaster of Nambor Middle English School in
Golaghat district on March 13, 2013.928

· Later in the year, on December 4, 2013, two armed men attempted to hijack a school van in Sivsagar district of
Assam state. When the bus driver fought back, they kidnapped one girl out of the 11 children aboard, reportedly
taking her in the direction of Nagaland state.929

· In Manipur state, unidentified attackers threw a grenade at the home of a government school teacher in Imphal
East district on September 3, 2013. The explosive failed to detonate.930

· Further south, in Uttar Pradesh state, armed men broke into a school run by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader
Heera Singh in late December. They burned the school guard to death and kidnapped Singh’s daughter.931

There were slightly more attacks on teachers and other education personnel reported during 2014, with media sources
documenting nine incidents. Five of these attacks took place in the northeastern states of Manipur and Meghalaya, and
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four took place in Odisha and Chhattisgarh states, affected by conflict with Naxalite groups. A series of abductions and
killings also appeared to target teachers in Meghalaya state during the second half of 2014.932 Examples included the
following:

· A school supervisor and a librarian were reportedly abducted in Odisha state on January 24, 2014. The police
rescued both on January 30, 2014.933

· Another teacher, Moirangthem Jayenta, was attacked in an incident claimed by a splinter faction of the Kangleipak
Communist Party (KCP) (military council) in the northeastern state of Manipur on June 4, 2014. The attackers
threw a grenade into the teacher’s home. The explosive failed to detonate.934

· On June 30, 2014, assailants suspected to be members of the A’chik Songna An’pachakgipa Kotok (ASAK), a
Meghalaya-based armed group, abducted a teacher at the Dalu Higher Secondary School. Police rescued the
teacher the following day.935

· Gunmen abducted another teacher from West Garo Hills district on July 26, 2014, after firing on the teacher and
a police officer. The kidnappers released the teacher the next day.936

During 2015, media reports indicated that students, teachers, and other school employees continued to be targeted at
similar rates as the previous year, primarily through abduction, in India’s northeastern states of Assam and Meghalaya.
That year saw at least eight attacks on education personnel, according to media reports, including the following:937

· In Assam state, unidentified assailants abducted two teachers: Iqbal Rafique, a teacher at the Tura Christian
Girls’ School on February 1, 2015, and Basu Upadhyai, a school employee, on March 12, 2015.938

· A third teacher, Prabin Patgiri, was reported injured in Assam state on May 3, 2015, when gunmen opened fire
on him.939

· In Meghalaya state, the ASAK claimed responsibility for abducting a retired teacher, Gaganendra Sanyal, on May
9, 2015, and holding him hostage until May 23.940

· Unknown assailants abducted three other teachers in Meghalaya state, including two on June 12, 2015, and a
third on September 15.941

· In Bihar state, two suspected Maoist assailants abducted Kamlesh Kumar, a student at the Simultala Residential
School, releasing him, with injuries, after four hours. The attackers reportedly demanded that the school be
closed.942

News sources reported that education personnel in Meghalaya and Jammu and Kashmir states experienced beatings,
threats, and abductions in at least nine incidents in 2016.943 These included the following:

· Sengsram Marak, a teacher, was reportedly abducted in Dobakdrop village, Meghalaya state, on February 9,
2016. He was rescued one day later, on February 10. It was not clear who was responsible for the abduction.944

· During the first week of August, unidentified attackers beat Abdul Rashid, the principal of a higher secondary
school in Jammu and Kashmir state, critically injuring him.945

· On August 16, 2016, Madison Ch Marak, a teacher in Jinamgre, was reportedly attacked and killed. The Garo Na-
tional Liberation Army claimed credit for the attack, stating that Marak had been working with government au-
thorities.946

· Also during the first week of August, a petrol bomb was thrown at the home of Naeem Akthar, the Minister of Ed-
ucation for Jammu and Kashmir state.947 The minister was again threatened on September 27, 2016, when the
Pakistan-based group Lashkar-e-Taiba warned him not to re-open educational institutions in the Kashmir Valley.948

· Sudhir Kumar, a teacher, was wounded when police allegedly used violence during a teacher protest in Punjab
state on December 11, 2016. The teachers were demonstrating for more regularized jobs and permanent recruit-
ment.949

On December 8, 2017, unidentified perpetrators killed a pregnant female teacher in Bihar state for unknown reasons,
according to a local media source.950 However, the majority of attacks on students and education personnel that occurred
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in 2017 took place in the context of student protests in Jammu and Kashmir state, according to information collected by
GCPEA. More than 100 secondary school students were reportedly injured in clashes with the police in April and May
2017, as described in more detail in the higher education section below.951 On May 27, 2017, Sameer Ahmad, a 19-year-
old class 12 student, was critically injured by a bullet that hit him in the head when police entered the Government
Higher Secondary School in Mattan, Anantnag district, and fired bullets into the air.952

Military use of schools
Several human rights bodies, along with the US Department of State, expressed concern over the continued military
use of educational institutions and the presence of security forces near schools during the 2013-2017 reporting period,
although rates of military use appeared to be lower than in the 2009-2013 period covered in Education under Attack
2014.953 The majority of military use occurred in regions of India affected by conflict with Naxalite groups, including
Jharkhand, Bihar, and West Bengal states. However, military use of schools was also reported in Jammu and Kashmir
state. In several cases, schools that were in use or had recently been used by armed forces were attacked with explo-
sives.954 In 2014, CEDAW pointed to reports that military use also contributed to higher dropout rates among girl stu-
dents.955

Media sources reported that at least one case of military use occurred during 2013. A group of paramilitary soldiers was
allegedly inside a school attended by the children of police officers in Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and Kash-
mir state, when armed men attacked them on March 13, 2013. No children or teachers were inside the school at the
time of the attack.956

In 2014, media sources indicated that Indian police used at least four schools in Jharkhand and Bihar states, which
provoked attacks by confirmed or suspected Maoist groups around the time of Lok Sabha, or parliamentary, elections: 

· On March 21, 2014, the CPI-M claimed responsibility for blowing up the Giridih School in Naukania district of
Jharkhand state, which was being used by the Central Reserve Police Force. The group left pamphlets urging peo-
ple to boycott the elections.957

· On April 10, 20, and 28, 2014, suspected Maoists reportedly detonated explosive devices in three schools in the
Lakhisarai and Jamui districts of Bihar state. Indian police had been based in the first two schools to guard polling
during the Lok Sabha elections, and in the third school to carry out military operations.958

In 2015, at least one school was blown up while being used as a police camp in West Bengal state, according to a media
report. On January 10, 2015, unidentified attackers threw explosive devices into a school in Palsa village, injuring one
police officer.959

Several media outlets published reports of military use of schools in Jammu and Kashmir state during protests that oc-
curred in response to the killing of the Hizb-ul-Mujahedin leader on July 8, 2016. In September, Quartz India reported
use of schools by at least 20 paramilitary groups in the state, including Sri Pratap Higher Secondary School.960 NDTV re-
ported in October that security forces were occupying dozens of schools, and the Kashmir Monitor stated around the
same time that the Indian police were using seven schools in Srinagar.961

In 2017, several schools in Imphal West district of Manipur state were re-opened after having been closed since Decem-
ber 2016. The Manipur Commission for Protection of Child Rights found that security forces used at least two schools—
Lilasing Khongnangkhong High School and N Tomchou Singh Higher Secondary School—during that time and asked
the troops to leave the schools.962

Sexual violence by armed parties at, or en route to or from, school or university 
Between 2013 and 2017, at least two reported cases of sexual violence was committed against female students. A Chris-
tian media source reported that on July 14, 2013, in the state of Jharkhand, masked men abducted four girls from their
Christian school’s dormitory and raped them before releasing them.963 The motive for the attack was unclear. In addition,
Amnesty International reported that police allegedly assaulted female university students who were protesting a lack
of investigation into the suicide of Dalit PhD Student Rohith Vemula, as described in more detail in the section on
attacks on higher education.964
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Attacks on higher education
Attacks on higher education from 2013 to 2017 included explosives targeting university campuses and personnel, as
well as abductions of professors. Beginning in 2016, attacks on higher education were increasingly common, as com-
munal tensions fueled by different political parties appeared to contribute to several incidents of violent attacks,
protests, or repression that took place during university lectures or elsewhere on campus. Violence also escalated in
Jammu and Kashmir state. More than 100 students and 100 education personnel were harmed, the majority during
protests in Jasmmu and Kashmir state in April 2017. Attacks on higher education appeared to occur with slightly greater
frequency than during the 2009-2013 period covered in Education under Attack 2014. 

There were at least two attacks on higher education in 2013, according to media reports: 

· On July 16, 2013, unidentified attackers set off an explosive device at the home of the director of the Regional In-
stitute of Medical Science and Hospital in the Imphal West district of Manipur state.965

· On December 6, 2016, a bomb exploded at Annie Besant Intercollege in Uttar Pradesh state, injuring a 5-year-
old boy and a 4-year-old girl.966

According to media sources, at least four attacks targeted higher education in 2014, three in the northeastern states of
Manipur and Assam, and one in the Maoist-affected state of Jharkhand: 

· On April 7, 2014, unidentified assailants threw a hand grenade at the home of the director of the National Institute
of Technology in Bishnupur district, Manipur state.967

· A second attack in Manipur state targeted Manipur University. On July 12, 2014, an explosive device detonated
near the university, wounding seven people.968

· On July 29, 2014, a college principal was abducted, reportedly by the Rabha National Security Force, an armed
group affiliated with the Rabha tribal community. He was freed in a police force operation two days later.969

· In Jharkhand state, gunmen abducted the chairman of Nilai Institute of Technology on August 4, 2014.970

During 2015, there were media reports of at least five attacks on universities and academics in the northeastern states
of Manipur and Nagaland. One additional attack, in Karnataka state, appeared to be linked to religious intolerance. For
example:

· One bomb exploded near Manipur University on April 22, 2015, injuring at least three people, including university
lecturers.971

· A second explosive device was found and defused in Imphal district on May 21, 2015, at the National Institute of
Technology.972

· On August 7, 2015, the National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang claimed responsibility for an assault on
the principal of the Kheloshe Polytechnic Atoizu, an engineering school. The group attacked and extorted the
principal.973

· On August 15, 2015, unidentified attackers shot and killed Madivalappa Kalburgi, a literary scholar at Kannada
University. The professor had been critical of particular religious groups and had publicly criticized “idol worship”
and superstition.974

Media reports indicated that attacks on higher education became slightly more common in 2016 than in 2015. Incidents
included at least four explosive attacks at universities, and the arrest or attack of professors or students in at least nine
incidents for reasons related to their academic work or their alleged use of antinationalist rhetoric.975 For example:

· On January 27, 2016, news sources reported that police detained approximately 100 students from universities
across Delhi who were marching in protest after Rohith Vemula, 26-year-old Dalit doctoral student at the University
of Hyderabad, committed suicide. The ABVP had accused Vemula of violence against other students in 2016.976
On March 22, 2016, police allegedly used force on University of Hyderabad students and faculty who were protest-
ing the lack of investigation into Vemula’s death. Amnesty International reported that the police assaulted the
protesting students, including by using sexual violence against female students.977
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· Media sources reported that Professor Vivek Kumar from Jawaharlal Nehru University was attacked during clashes
that broke out between Akhil Bharatiya Janta Yuva Morcha, the youth wing of the BJP party, and Ambedkar Vichar
Manch, a Dalit network, at a symposium on Indian society that the professor held on February 21, 2016.978

· According to the Scholars at Risk Network, Kanhaiya Kumar, head of the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) student
union, was arrested on February 12, 2016, in New Delhi for allegedly using anti-Indian slogans during protests,
after the university had withdrawn permission for a student event marking the government execution of a Kashmiri
activist in 2013.979 Two other students, Umar Khalid and Anirban Bhattacharya, were later arrested and charged
with sedition on February 23, 2016, for the same reason as Kumar.980 Kumar and Khalid were released on bail in
March 2016. The two remained under threat, however, and on April 17, police found a note elaborating a plan to
kill them. The note and a gun were found in a bag on a bus that was headed to the JNU campus.981 A group of ap-
proximately 100 people reportedly affiliated with right-wing groups later assaulted Kumar during a rally organized
by two left-wing student organizations in August 2017.982

· In Mysore, a University of Mysore communications and journalism professor was arrested on June 16, 2016, after
giving a speech on campus that allegedly insulted the Hindu community, according to Scholars at Risk.983

· According to local media, a bomb exploded at the gate of Manipur University on August 10, 2016. This was the
third such incident within three years at the same university.984

· On November 3, 2016, unknown attackers threw a petrol bomb at Sri Pratap College in Srinagar, Jammu and Kash-
mir state, according to news reports.985

During 2017, there were 10 incidents of violence and arrests affecting higher education that related to Hindu nationalism
or occurred in connection with student protests of university or state policies.986 In general, these incidents caused
more harm than those in previous years, and were largely related to student protests in Jammu and Kashmir state. In-
cidents related to Hindu nationalism or to protests over policy included the following:

· The Hinduistan Times reported that police arrested several students demonstrating on the first anniversary of
Rohith Vemula’s death on January 17, 2017, along with Vemula’s mother, Radhika Vemula.987

· On February 21, 2017, the Hindu nationalist student organization Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) (All
India Student Council), affiliated with the Hindu nationalist organization Rashtirya Sevak Sangh, protested a talk
given at Ramjas College in Delhi by Umar Khalid, who had been arrested the year before, and Shehla Rashid, an-
other student who had been arrested at JNU in 2016. The protest turned violent, with ABVP students reportedly
breaking the windows of the conference room where the event was to be held and throwing rocks at other stu-
dents. The college cancelled the talk, and a march protesting the cancellation led to violent clashes between
student groups. Police allegedly used excessive force in responding to the violence, injuring at least 20 stu-
dents.988

· Scholars at Risk reported that on April 11, 2017, 52 students from Panjab University were arrested and charged
with sedition after a clash with police officers that occurred while they were protesting an increase in tuition
fees. Police allegedly used water cannons, teargas, and batons to prevent the students from reaching the vice
chancellor’s office. Students reportedly responded by throwing stones. The clashes injured students, journalists,
and police officers.989

· Eight Lucknow University students were reportedly arrested on June 7, 2017, after they participated in a peaceful
demonstration against the allocation of university funds. After students surrounded the motorcade of Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, a state official who was visiting the university, police allegedly responded with force. The
charges against the students included unlawful assembly, rioting, assault or criminal force against a public ser-
vant, and criminal intimidation. They were denied bail on June 10 and kept in judicial custody until June 24.990

· A female student, B. Valarmathi, was also reportedly arrested at Periyar University in Salem, Tamil Nadu state,
on July 12, 2017, after she distributed pamphlets encouraging student opposition to government energy projects.
Valarmathi was detained for six days before being charged with instigating others to disturb the public order,
according to Scholars at Risk.991
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· On September 23, 2017, police allegedly wounded several students, mostly female, at Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) as they tried to enter the residence of the university’s vice chancellor during a protest of the alleged sexual
harassment of one of their classmates. According to the students, police used lathis (a kind of marital arts stick)
against the protesters, pulled their hair, and dragged them away.992 Varanasi police reportedly charged some
1,200 BHU students, mostly female, with arson and other crimes.993 The vice chancellor was accused of mishan-
dling the event and placed on indefinite leave, the head of campus security resigned, seven women were ap-
pointed as security guards, and the National Commission for Women initiated an investigation.994

Tensions in Jammu and Kashmir state also affected higher education during 2017, with clashes occurring between both
university and secondary school students and police, as mentioned above. University World News reported that some
sources estimated that a total of 500 students were injured.995 Many schools and colleges were reportedly closed for
up to one month.996 Incidents included the following:

· Violence began in mid-April, after two Indian security force vehicles entered the campus of Pulwama Government
Degree College. Students threw rocks, and security forces responded with pellets and teargas, reportedly wound-
ing at least 54 students.997

· Two days later, violence spread to Baramulla and Sopore towns in north Jammu and Kashmir state, Anantnag
and Tral in south Jammu and Kashmir, and Srinagar in central Jammu and Kashmir, with at least 70 more second-
ary school and university students injured on April 17, 2017.998 Local media reported that government forces re-
sponded to student protestors at the SP Higher Secondary School in Srinagar with teargas and water cannons in
an effort to prevent them from marching in the streets. At least two students sustained brain injuries.999

· Colleges across the region were closed for five days, but when they re-opened on April 24, 2017, students marched
in protest once more, clashing with police who again used water cannons, teargas, and pellets. At least 14 college
and secondary school students in Pulwama and Shopian were injured.1000

· Protests continued through May 18, 2017, when pellets and teargas shells were fired at protesters during clashes
between students from the Government Degree College in Kulgam district and police, reportedly injuring 14 peo-
ple, mostly students. The students were protesting the detention of their colleagues.1001
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