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This report on the conditions and educational needs of Syrian university students and scholars in Lebanon is part of a broader regional 
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states. The study aims to provide policy and program recommendations for use by governments, multilateral agencies, international NGOs, 
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IQ�$SULO�������WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�UHJLVWHUHG�WKH�RQH�

PLOOLRQWK�6\ULDQ�UHIXJHH�LQ�/HEDQRQ��+H�LV�D�QLQHWHHQ�

\HDU�ROG�QDPHG�<DK\D��ZKR�ÀHG�DFURVV�WKH�ERUGHU�IURP�

+RPV��D�ODUJH�FLW\�LQ�FHQWUDO�6\ULD�WKDW�KDV�VHHQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�

ZRUVW�¿JKWLQJ�DQG�FLYLOLDQ�VXIIHULQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�

WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�FRQÀLFW��<DK\D�LV�RQO\�RQH�RI�����PLOOLRQ�6\ULDQ�

UHIXJHHV�VFDWWHUHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UHJLRQ�DV�RI�0D\������1  

6RPH�����PLOOLRQ�PRUH�6\ULDQV�DUH�LQWHUQDOO\�GLVSODFHG�ZLWKLQ�

Syria itself.2 Yahya spoke for millions of displaced Syrians 

ZKHQ�KH�WROG�MRXUQDOLVWV�JDWKHUHG�DW�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�+LJK�

&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�5HIXJHHV��81+&5��KHDGTXDUWHUV�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�

%HLUXW��³)RU�6\ULDQ�UHIXJHHV��OLIH�KDV�VWRSSHG��(YHU\�GD\��ZH�

have hope that things will get better, but it gets worse. Life is 

very hard here. There’s no work or anything to do. Now it’s 

EHHQ�WKUHH�\HDUV�WKDW�ZH�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�VWXG\��:H�KDYHQ¶W�

EHHQ�DEOH�WR�ZRUN��7KH�6\ULDQ�SHRSOH�KDYH�ORVW�D�ORW�´� 

7KLV�UHSRUW�PDUNV�WKH�VHFRQG�SKDVH�RI�D�EURDG�EDVHG�UHVHDUFK�

collaboration between the Institute of International Education 

�,,(��DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��'DYLV��8&�'DYLV��

+XPDQ�5LJKWV�,QLWLDWLYH��7KH�DLP�LV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�

6\ULDQV�OLNH�<DK\D�KDYH�ORVW��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�RI�

KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SRVW�JUDGXDWH�WUDLQLQJ��DQG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�

how to improve their access to educational opportunities in 

WKH�IURQW�OLQH�VWDWHV�RI�6\ULD¶V�UHIXJHH�FULVLV��-RUGDQ��/HEDQRQ��

and Turkey.

:KLOH�WKLV�UHSRUW�IRFXVHV�RQ�/HEDQRQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH� 

DXWKRUV�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�VFKRODUVKLS�

schemes and program models internationally that are 

effectively supporting a limited number of Syrian refugees’ 

higher education needs. In addition, although the report 

addresses Syrians’ access to higher education within Lebanon, 

we consider this issue to be the shared responsibility of 

the global higher education community at large, including 

universities, educational NGOs, and governments.

Although Lebanon’s fragile and 
ineffective political system, as well 
as the severe economic problems 
facing the country, will render 
any intervention challenging, 
there is nonetheless a significant 
opportunity to increase the capacity 
of a number of existing programs 
while—potentially—replicating 
them, as well as to develop new 
initiatives in alliance with Lebanese 
and Syrian partners.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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The situation for Syrian students and academics in Lebanon is 

JHQHUDOO\�EOHDN��:H�IRXQG�WKDW��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VHYHUH�UHVRXUFH�

constraints and physical threats, unwritten discriminatory 

policies make Syrian students and academics vulnerable to 

exclusion from higher education in Lebanon. At the same 

time, the country’s weak regulatory system allows for 

ÀH[LELOLW\�DQG�LQQRYDWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�VROXWLRQV�DW�ORFDO�OHYHOV��

$W�SUHVHQW��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��GRQRU�DJHQFLHV��DQG�

universities are largely absent in terms of programs or policies 

to address the critical higher education needs of displaced 

Syrians in Lebanon. Although Lebanon’s fragile and 

ineffective political system, as well as the severe economic 

problems facing the country, will render any intervention 

FKDOOHQJLQJ��WKHUH�LV�QRQHWKHOHVV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�

increase the capacity of a number of existing programs while 

– potentially – replicating them, as well as to develop new 

initiatives in alliance with Lebanese and Syrian partners. Any 

such efforts will need to take into account the problems that 

Syrian students face in terms of their physical and economic 

security; the entrenched and complex sectarian system of 

DOORFDWLQJ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�WKH�ORFDOL]HG�

nature of networks of support.

7KH�SHULRG�RI�¿HOG�UHVHDUFK�IRU�WKLV�UHSRUW��0DUFK�������

ZDV�PDUNHG�E\�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�

/HEDQRQ�EHWZHHQ�SUR��DQG�DQWL�6\ULDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�IRUFHV�

LQ�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW��'XULQJ�WKDW�SHULRG��6\ULDQ�

government forces captured the strategic city of Yabrud, 

WKH�PDLQ�WUDQVLW�SRLQW�EHWZHHQ�/HEDQRQ�DQG�6\ULD�IRU�DQWL�

JRYHUQPHQW�UHEHOV��$�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��WKH�&UXVDGHU�HUD�

FDVWOH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�.UDN�GHV�&KHYDOLHUV�IHOO�WR�WKH�6\ULDQ�

UHJLPH��,QVLGH�/HEDQRQ��DOOLHV�DQG�V\PSDWKL]HUV�RI�ERWK�

VLGHV�HQJDJHG�LQ�VPDOO�VFDOH�YLROHQFH��$W�RQH�SRLQW�GXULQJ�D�

meeting with Syrian students at an outdoor coffeehouse in the 

northern city of Tripoli, unknown assailants attacked a nearby 

building. For members of the research team, that attack, 

along with personal narratives of terrible discrimination, 

HFRQRPLF�DQG�SHUVRQDO�LQVHFXULW\��DQG�IHDU��FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW��

ZKLOH�/HEDQRQ�LV�XQTXHVWLRQDEO\�PRUH�VWDEOH�WKDQ�PXFK�RI�

Syria, the conditions are far from ideal for displaced students 

DQG�VFKRODUV��$V�'U��6DOZD�1DFRX]L��'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�

RI¿FH�RI�WKH�Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie �$8)��

WROG�XV��³7KH�ZDU�IROORZV�WKHP�´

 
R$)$!*+, T$!- M$-"$*),./

7KH�¿HOGZRUN�IRU�WKLV�DVVHVVPHQW�ZDV�OHG�E\�'U��.HLWK�

'DYLG�:DWHQSDXJK��$VVRFLDWH�3URIHVVRU�DQG�'LUHFWRU��8&�

'DYLV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�,QLWLDWLYH��D�KLVWRULDQ�DQG�WKHRULVW�RI�

+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DQG�+XPDQLWDULDQLVP�6WXGLHV��DQG�DQ�H[SHUW�

RQ�6\ULD��0V��$GULHQQH�)ULFNH��D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FRQVXOWDQW�

VSHFLDOL]LQJ�LQ�$IULFD�DQG�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��ZKR�FXUUHQWO\�

VHUYHV�DV�6\ULD�$GYLVRU�IRU�3K\VLFLDQV�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��

DQG�0U��-DPHV�5��.LQJ��6HQLRU�5HVHDUFK�DQG�3URJUDP�

2I¿FHU�DW�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ¶V�6FKRODU�

5HVFXH�)XQG��,,(�65)���ZKR�FRQGXFWHG�UHVHDUFK�IURP�

����±�����RQ�D�)XOEULJKW�JUDQW�LQ�-RUGDQ�DQG�KDV�OLYHG�DQG�

worked throughout the Arab world. Additional support for 

WKH�SURMHFW�ZDV�SURYLGHG�E\�0V��7DUD�6LHJHO��*HRUJHWRZQ�

8QLYHUVLW\��0V��5DZDQ�$UDU��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��6DQ�

'LHJR��DQG�'U��$QGUHD�6WDQWRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�'HQYHU�
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This report is based on an assessment by a multidisciplinary 

$UDELF�VSHDNLQJ�WHDP�RI�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��0LGGOH�(DVW�6WXGLHV��

DQG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�H[SHUWV�ZKR�WUDYHOOHG�

WR�/HEDQRQ�IRU�D�WHQ�GD\�SHULRG�LQ�0DUFK�������SUHFHGHG�

by an earlier exploratory visit and extensive interviews and 

correspondence with stakeholders and experts in Lebanon. 

:LWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�NH\�SHUVRQQHO�DW�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�KLJKHU�

education and within educational NGOs, the research team 

LGHQWL¿HG�SDUWLFLSDQWV�IRU�IRFXV�JURXSV�RI�ERWK�XQLYHUVLW\�

students enrolled in Lebanese universities and youths not 

\HW�DEOH�WR�SXUVXH�WKHLU�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGLHV��'XH�WR�VHFXULW\�

concerns and travel restrictions at the time of the assessment, 

we did not conduct focus groups with university students 

OLYLQJ�LQ�LQIRUPDO�FDPS�VHWWLQJV��:H�EHOLHYH�WKLV�JURXS�PHULWV�

further attention and note that young people in this category 

face the added disadvantage of poor access to information 

DERXW�VFKRODUVKLS�SURJUDPV�RU�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�DVVLVWDQFH�:H�

DUH�QRW�DZDUH�RI�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�SURJUDPV�GHVLJQHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�±�

or assist in overcoming – barriers this demographic faces in 

gaining access to higher education.

The research team conducted focus groups with more than 

���6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�FXUUHQWO\�HQUROOHG�

in 12 of Lebanon’s 44 universities, as well as students still 

seeking to enroll. Focus group sites included three areas with 

GHQVH�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�GLVSODFHG�DQG�UHIXJHH�VWXGHQWV�4  the 

FDSLWDO��%HLUXW��7ULSROL��LQ�QRUWKHUQ�/HEDQRQ��DQG�WKH�%LTD¶D�

9DOOH\��QHDU�WKH�ERUGHU�ZLWK�6\ULD�RQ�WKH�URDG�WR�'DPDVFXV��

In addition to their geographic diversity within Lebanon, 

participants represented Syria’s regional diversity as well.  

:H�LQWHUYLHZHG�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�IURP�/DWDNLD��+RPV��+DVVDND�� 

'DPDVFXV�DQG�LWV�VXEXUEV��$OHSSR�DQG�LWV�VXEXUEV��DQG�

The War Follows Them: Syrian University Students and Scholars in Lebanon | IIE | UCD-HRI 
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3 University of Balamand
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7 American University of Beirut 

8 Haigazian University

9 Beirut Arab University
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11 Lebanese University

12 American University of Science  
 & Technology

13 Islamic University of Lebanon

Maps of Lebanon and Beirut with  
universities where Syrian students 
interviewed were studying.
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5DTTD��7KH\�DOVR�UHÀHFWHG�6\ULD¶V�HWKQLF��UHOLJLRXV��DQG�

OLQJXLVWLF�GLYHUVLW\��0XVOLP��&KULVWLDQ��DQG�'UX]H�$UDE�

Syrians were interviewed, along with Syrians of Armenian 

DQG�.XUGLVK�EDFNJURXQG��)RFXV�JURXSV�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�

Palestinian refugee students from Syria.

In addition to meeting with students, the team interviewed 

administrators and educational policymakers in Lebanon. 

7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHUWV�IURP�WKH�81+&5�DQG�

WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�(GXFDWLRQDO��6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�&XOWXUDO�

2UJDQL]DWLRQ��81(6&2���WKH�/HEDQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�

'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ��DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�

of many of the country’s public and private higher education 

LQVWLWXWLRQV��:H�DOVR�LQWHUYLHZHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�/HEDQHVH�

DQG�6\ULDQ�GLDVSRUD�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�HQJDJHG�LQ�

efforts to identify scholarship support and public service 

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�GLVSODFHG�XQLYHUVLW\�DJH�\RXWK��7KH�

WHDP�EHQH¿WWHG�IURP�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�

professionals, some of whom have been in contact with IIE 

through its Scholar Rescue Fund program.

:KHQ�VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV��ZH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKH�UHVHDUFK�

team was unable to provide any goods, services, or scholarship 

RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�WKDW�RXU�IRFXV�ZDV�RQ�UHVHDUFK��:H�

obtained oral informed consent, including for photographs, 

and explained the security precautions we take to preserve 

DQRQ\PLW\�DQG�WKH�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�RI�DOO�UDZ�GDWD��:H�HPSOR\HG�

VHPL�VWUXFWXUHG�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�WKDW�DOORZHG�XV�WR� 

obtain baseline data about the students’ educational 

backgrounds, ages, geographical origins, and future goals, as 

ZHOO�DV�WKHLU�DQVZHUV�WR�RSHQ�HQGHG�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�DFFHVV�WR� 

resources, information exchange, and interactions with peers 

and institutions. The names of students included in this report 

have been changed to protect their privacy and safety.

Syrian students discuss with  

Dr. Keith Watenpaugh challenges  

to further study.   J. King, March 2014
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The Scope of the Problem: Thousands  
of Syrian University Students Deprived from 
Higher Education Opportunities

A common perception is that Syrian refugees come from 

WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�SRRUHU�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��+RZHYHU��DV�ZDU�

KDV�HQJXOIHG�6\ULD¶V�PDMRU�XUEDQ�FHQWHUV��PLGGOH�FODVV�

IDPLOLHV�KDYH�MRLQHG�WKH�H[RGXV�DV�ZHOO��,QFOXGHG�DPRQJ�

WKHP�LV�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�6\ULDQV�DJHG��������ZKRVH�KLJKHU�

education, professional development, and technical training 

has been disrupted as a result of the violence and general 

deterioration at both Syria’s high schools and its public and 

private universities. Estimates from before the war indicate 

WKDW�����RI�XUEDQ�6\ULDQV��PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH��EHQH¿WWHG�IURP�

VRPH�IRUP�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��HYHQ�LQ�UXUDO�DUHDV������

RI�PHQ�DQG�����RI�ZRPHQ�ZHQW�RQ�WR�FROOHJH��YRFDWLRQDO�

training, or a university.  The rise of private universities after 

WKH�OLPLWHG�OLEHUDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�6\ULDQ�HFRQRP\�LQ������

boosted student numbers. As explained in detail in our earlier 

UHSRUW��³8QFRXQWHG�DQG�8QDFNQRZOHGJHG��6\ULD¶V�5HIXJHH�

8QLYHUVLW\�6WXGHQWV�DQG�$FDGHPLFV�LQ�-RUGDQ�´�KLJKHU�

education was a critical engine of development and social 

PRELOLW\�LQ�SUH�FRQÀLFW�6\ULD�� 

The war in Syria, however, has damaged university campuses 

DQG�FUHDWHG�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�ZKLFK�VWXG\�LV�GLI¿FXOW�

and travel to campus dangerous for many students and 

professors.�  As a result, it is likely that hundreds of thousands 

Syrian students at  

Al Jinan University in Tripoli.  

 J. King, March 2014



10

of university students have had their education interrupted by 

the violence, while thousands more have been prevented from 

even beginning their university education.

'XULQJ�RXU�UHVHDUFK��ZH�HQFRXQWHUHG�VHYHUDO�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�

had faced targeted violence in Syria. One such student – 

0D\D��D�WZHQW\�RQH�\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�ZLWK�ZDY\�EURZQ�KDLU�

and a serious expression – comes from a village near the 

FLW\�RI�6XZHLGD�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�6\ULD��0D\D�WROG�XV�WKDW�VKH�KDG�

EHHQ�LQ�KHU�WKLUG�\HDU�VWXG\LQJ�DW�'DPDVFXV�8QLYHUVLW\��EXW�

OHIW�ZKHQ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�8QLRQ�RI�6\ULDQ�6WXGHQWV�

�1866���LQ�$UDELF� al-Ittihad al-Watani li-Tulab Suriyya), a 

%D¶DWK�SDUW\�DI¿OLDWHG�DQG�SUR�UHJLPH�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��

prevented her from entering the campus after her name was 

listed as working with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC). 

She reported that she was not allowed to return to take her 

H[DPV��$OWKRXJK�VKH�QHYHU�ZDQWHG�WR�OHDYH�6\ULD��0D\D�ÀHG�

after being arrested and detained four times for providing 

humanitarian assistance to displaced people in the suburbs 

RI�'DPDVFXV��6KH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW��DIWHU�KHU�¿QDO�DUUHVW��VKH�

IHDUHG�EHLQJ�UDSHG�GXULQJ�LQWHUURJDWLRQ��³,I�,�KDG�VWD\HG�IRXU�

minutes longer, that would have been it. I don’t know how 

LW�GLGQ¶W�KDSSHQ�´�2WKHU�VWXGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�LQWLPLGDWLRQ�E\�

the Kata‘ib al-Ba‘ath, a paramilitary student group that has 

formed over the last year, and whose members wear uniforms 

and insignia on Syrian campuses.

5HJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKHLU�ÀLJKW��ODUJH�QXPEHUV�

of Syrian students are in Lebanon. Although neither the 

81+&5�QRU�WKH�/HEDQHVH�DXWKRULWLHV�FRXQW�XQLYHUVLW\�DJH�

\RXWK�DV�D�GLVWLQFW�FDWHJRU\�IRU�UHFRUG�NHHSLQJ�SXUSRVHV��

EDVHG�RQ�DYDLODEOH�GDWD��ZH�DVVXPH�WKDW�URXJKO\�RQH�WKLUG�

of the total registered refugee and displaced population in 

/HEDQRQ�±�RU���������±�DUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����DQG�����

8VLQJ�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�SUH�ZDU�¿JXUHV�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�DWWHQGDQFH�

DV�D�JXLGH��ZH�HVWLPDWH�WKDW�WKHUH�PD\�EH�DV�PDQ\�DV��������

displaced Syrian university students in Lebanon.

'HVSLWH�WKH�PDVVLYH�LQÀX[�RI�GLVSODFHG�PLGGOH�FODVV�6\ULDQV�

into Lebanon over the last three years, data provided by 

WKH�/HEDQHVH�0LQLVWU\�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�� the Lebanese 

8QLYHUVLW\��/8��9 and a local NGO10 indicate that at most 

�������6\ULDQ�QDWLRQDOV��DQG�SRVVLEO\�RQO\��������DUH�FXUUHQWO\�

HQUROOHG�LQ�/HEDQRQ¶V�XQLYHUVLWLHV��7KHVH�¿JXUHV�VKRXOG�QRW�

be taken as representing the number of displaced Syrian 

university students in Lebanon, because they also include the 

PDQ\�6\ULDQV�ZKR�HQUROOHG�LQ�/HEDQRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�FRQÀLFW�

The role of highly-skilled and 
educated young people in vulnerable 
communities is not often the  
focus of established humanitarian 
policies and programs. This neglect 
persists despite the fact that 
the stability of the Middle East-
North Africa region, as well as the 
rebuilding of post-conflict Syria, 
depends on maintaining the human 
and intellectual capital these young 
people represent. 
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or came to its universities from abroad, particularly the 

Arab Gulf. In fact, data suggests that rather than increasing 

HQUROOPHQW��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�6\ULDQV�DW�/8�±�/HEDQRQ¶V�ODUJHVW�

and sole public university – and several of Lebanon’s private 

universities is declining.11��'XULQJ�WKH���������DFDGHPLF�\HDU��

SULRU�WR�WKH�FRQÀLFW��RYHU�������6\ULDQ�QDWLRQDOV�ZHUH�HQUROOHG�

DW�/8��FRPSDUHG�WR�MXVW�������LQ�������� (see table below).

:KLOH�LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�LV�FDXVLQJ�WKLV�VKDUS�

GHFOLQH�LQ�HQUROOPHQW��ZH�K\SRWKHVL]H�WKDW�IDFWRUV�LQFOXGH�

a loss of overall income among Syrian families supporting 

students in Lebanon; the need for students to suspend their 

studies to seek paid employment; and the need to travel 

back to Syria or to other countries. In addition, male Syrian 

students may have left the university, or never began, in order 

WR�VHUYH�LQ�WKH�6\ULDQ�PLOLWDU\�RU�¿JKW�IRU�WKH�UHEHOV�

Why Improving Higher Education Access for  
Displaced Syrians Matters

7KH�QHHG�WR�GHYHORS�ERWK�LPPHGLDWH�DQG�ORQJHU�WHUP�

strategies for improving Syrians’ access to higher education 

is acute. In the years ahead, many Syrian refugees, including 

those in Lebanon, will likely enter what is considered 

³SURWUDFWHG�UHIXJHH�VLWXDWLRQV´��356���7KLV�SUHGLFDPHQW�LV�

GH¿QHG�E\�WKH�81+&5�DV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�UHIXJHHV�KDYH�

OLYHG�LQ�H[LOH�IRU�DW�OHDVW�¿YH�\HDUV��DQG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�D�

low likelihood that the disruption at home that caused them 

WR�ÀHH�ZLOO�DEDWH�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��:KHUHDV�WKH�DYHUDJH�356�

OHQJWK�LQ������ZDV�QLQH�\HDUV��LW�KDG�LQFUHDVHG�WR����\HDUV�LQ�

������DQG�LW�LV�QRZ�FORVH�WR�WZR�GHFDGHV�12  Taking into account 

this sobering timeline, the risks of ignoring access to higher 

education for vulnerable Syrian youth in Lebanon are high.

<HW�WKH�UROH�RI�KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�DQG�HGXFDWHG�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�

vulnerable communities is not often the focus of established 

humanitarian policies and programs. This neglect persists 

GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�VWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�1RUWK�

$IULFD�UHJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�SRVW�FRQÀLFW�6\ULD��

depends on maintaining the human and intellectual capital 

WKHVH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�UHSUHVHQW��$V�D�81(6&2�HGXFDWLRQ�

VSHFLDOLVW�H[SODLQHG�WR�XV��³7KH�IRFXV�RQ�HOHPHQWDU\�

education is important, but we must ask who the Syrian 

teachers in the future will be if we neglect the university 

VWXGHQWV�QRZ�´�0RUHRYHU��DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�0D\������81�

report Squandering Humanity, the economic losses in Syria 

FDXVHG�E\�WKH�FRQÀLFW�DUH�LPPHQVH��WRSSLQJ������ELOOLRQ��

6\ULD�LV�QRZ�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�D�³ORZ�KXPDQ�GHYHORSPHQW´�VWDWH�

because of the collapse of its economy, health, and education 

sectors.��  The failure to connect young Syrians in the refugee 

population with higher educational and training opportunities 

now will only worsen that decline. It will also prevent them 

IURP�HQWHULQJ�¿HOGV�RI�VWXG\�WKDW�DUH�FULWLFDO�WR�KHOSLQJ�6\ULD�

recover in the future.
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Educated young people also represent a possible resource 

IRU�IDPLOLHV��VWXGHQWV�DUH�RIWHQ�WKH�VROH�PHDQV�RI�VXSSRUW�

for an extended family group. As a young man in Tripoli 

VDLG��³:LWKRXW�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�,+5�>,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

+XPDQLWDULDQ�5HOLHI��D�6\ULDQ�GLDVSRUD�OHG�1*2@��P\�ZKROH�

IDPLO\�ZRXOG�EH�LQ�WURXEOH��7KH\�DUH�QRW�MXVW�KHOSLQJ�PH�� 

WKH\�DUH�KHOSLQJ�PDQ\�´

,Q�WKH�EHVW�FDVH�VFHQDULR��GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�

able to continue their education in safety and security, and 

UHWXUQ�SRVW�FRQÀLFW�WR�KHOS�UHEXLOG�6\ULDQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� 

and society. Even if returning is not feasible, providing these 

students with higher education will enable them to be  

productive members of their community within their county 

of refuge, and mitigate the risk they will turn to extremism  

or crime.

6LJQL¿FDQWO\��D�QXPEHU�RI�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�ZH�VSRNH�ZLWK�

articulated a strong desire to return to Syria and help rebuild. 

)RU�H[DPSOH��DW�+DLJD]LDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��+8���ZH�PHW�ZLWK�

several young Syrians of Armenian ethnicity, mostly from 

$OHSSR��ZKR�H[SUHVVHG�WKLV�JRDO��+8�LV�DQ�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�

XQLYHUVLW\��PRGHOHG�RQ�$PHULFDQ�OLEHUDO�DUWV�LQVWLWXWLRQV��WKDW�

was founded by Armenian Protestant missionaries. It has a 

small program for Syrian students that is supported by the 

JOREDO�$UPHQLDQ�GLDVSRUD�DQG�SURYLGHV��������RI�WXLWLRQ�DQG�

IHHV��(OLDV��D�WDOO��KHDY\�VHW��FKHHUIXO�\RXQJ�PDQ�WROG�XV�WKDW��

before the war, he had no plans to go to a university and was 

FRQWHQW�WR�MRLQ�KLV�IDWKHU�DW�KLV�IDPLO\¶V�IDFWRU\��/LNH�RWKHU�

young men in his community, he faced an increasing threat 

of kidnapping for ransom, as well as forced military service. 

These perils led his family to make the tough decision to 

VHQG�KLP�WR�%HLUXW��ZKHUH�KH�LV�VWXG\LQJ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DQG�

3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH��DQG�YROXQWHHUV�ZLWK�YDULRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

involved in humanitarian relief.

In Tripoli, we interviewed a group of three very serious 

JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�IURP�ZKR�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUG�0DVWHU¶V�

GHJUHHV�ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�,+5��7ZR�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�PHQ��

from the embattled towns in Northern Syria, were studying 

 Diverse Syrian university-age students share  

their experiences with the research team in Beirut.  

J. King, March 2014
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$UDELF�/LWHUDWXUH�DQG�D�WKLUG��IURP�+RPV��ZDV�SXUVXLQJ�

Islamic Studies after having completed a degree in French 

Literature. They reported that, in addition to picking up odd 

MREV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��WKH\�DOVR�ZRUN�DV�WHDFKHUV�LQ�

WKH�³VHFRQG�VKLIW´�VFKRROV�±�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV�

established by Syrian exile groups that rent space in the 

afternoons and evenings from private Lebanese elementary 

VFKRROV�WR�KROG�FODVVHV�±�LQ�$EX�6DPUD��D�UHODWLYHO\�TXLHW�

suburb near Tripoli.14  These young men expressed the hope 

that they might one day become leaders of the religious 

FRPPXQLW\�RI�+RPV�

Finally, providing displaced Syrian university students access 

to educational opportunity is a practical demonstration of the 

value of the human right to education. Though the authors 

UHFRJQL]H�WKH�LQKHUHQW�OLPLWDWLRQV�DQG�LQFUHPHQWDO�QDWXUH�

of this right, the demonstrable relationship between higher 

education, peace, security, and development – not merely 

of Syrians but other displaced peoples as well – shows how 

inseparable that right is from the constellation of rights that 

PRWLYDWH�KXPDQLWDULDQ�HIIRUWV�PRUH�JHQHUDOO\��:H�DOVR�DUJXH�

that, regardless of how the right to education is construed,  

access to higher education is an issue of shared humanity, and, 

for university professionals and educators, a professional and 

collegial responsibility, with profound policy and humanitarian 

LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�/HEDQRQ�DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�0LGGOH�(DVW�15

Effect on Syrian Society of Fewer  
Educated Women

7KH�6\ULDQ�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�SROLF\�RI�KHDYLO\�VXEVLGL]LQJ�KLJKHU�

HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�HTXDO�DFFHVV�PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�

IRU�6\ULDQ�ZRPHQ�WR�DWWDLQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�

QXPEHUV��RQH������VWXG\�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�DOPRVW�����RI�

enrolled students were women.��  The dramatic decline in 

KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�FRQÀLFW�DQG�

refugee crisis is having a negative impact on Syrian young 

women in particular.

Advanced education helps foster the process of  

empowerment and the delay of marriage and childbirth,  

while displacement interrupts or ends altogether women’s 

HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�SURIHVVLRQV��$V�D�FRQVHTXHQFH��TXDOL¿HG�\RXQJ�

Syrian women who are unable to pursue higher education 

may be vulnerable to being forced into economically strategic 

marriages they may not want, as well as the loss of critical 

professional and economic opportunities. One young Syrian 

ZRPDQ�VDLG��³:H�DUH�WU\LQJ�VR�KDUG��:H�VWXGHQWV�DUH�WKH�

future and we need support if we are going to be able to do 

DQ\WKLQJ��,�OLNH�P\�VWXGLHV�DW�$UWV�8QLYHUVLW\�>$UWV��6FLHQFHV�

DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/HEDQRQ@��EXW�VRFLDOO\�LW�LV�

GLI¿FXOW��+HUH�LQ�/HEDQRQ��PDQ\�PHQ�KDYH�WKH�ZURQJ�LGHDV�

DERXW�6\ULDQ�ZRPHQ�DQG�LW�LV�YHU\�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�´

6\ULDQ�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�XQLYHUVLW\�DJH�VWXGHQWV�PD\�

IDFH�GLI¿FXOW�FKRLFHV�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�WR�VHQG�VRQV�LQVWHDG�RI�

daughters to school, because university registration allows 

young men to avoid compulsory military service.

P'(#+#/$( C'%+)0+ $%*  
L)-$%)&)-S!"#$% R)($+#'%&

The presence of more than one million displaced Syrians 

has imposed an immense burden on the economy and social 
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IDEULF�RI�/HEDQRQ��ZKRVH�SUH�ZDU�SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�RYHU�

��PLOOLRQ��1RW�OHDVW��WKLV�LQÀX[�RI�6\ULDQV�KDV�PDGH�WKH�OLYHV�RI�

many of Lebanon’s own marginal poor, and those of existing 

SRSXODWLRQV�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�DQG�,UDTL�UHIXJHHV��PRUH�GLI¿FXOW��

7R�D�ODUJH�H[WHQW��WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�PLUURUV�WKDW�LQ�RWKHU�IURQW�OLQH�

VWDWHV��OLNH�-RUGDQ��1RQHWKHOHVV��SROLWLFV�DQG�KLVWRU\�XQLTXH�WR�

Lebanon exacerbate the problems facing displaced Syrians.

Lebanon’s Sectarian Balance

Politically, Lebanon is a weak state in the sense that its 

governmental institutions are less powerful than many 

QRQ�VWDWH�DFWRUV�DQG�VRFLHWDO�IRUFHV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��SROLWLFDO�

PRYHPHQWV�DQG�QRQ�VWDWH�SDUDPLOLWDU\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

RUJDQL]HG�DORQJ�UHOLJLRXV�OLQHV��YDULRXV�&KULVWLDQ��6XQQL�

0XVOLP��6KLLWH�0XVOLP��DQG�'UX]H��KDYH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�

clout. As a result, Lebanese policy makers and much of 

the population view social problems, politics, and security 

LVVXHV�WKURXJK�WKH�OHQV�RI�VHFWDULDQ�FRPPXQDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��

ZKLOH�DEVWUDFW�QRWLRQV�RI�FRPPRQ�/HEDQHVH�FLWL]HQVKLS�RU�

human rights have little currency. Central to this system, 

which is sometimes called a consociational regime, is the 

SHUFHLYHG�QHHG�IRU�³EDODQFH´�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YDULRXV�VHFWDULDQ�

communities. The Shiite political and social movement 

+L]EROODK�KDV�HQMR\HG�LQFUHDVHG�LQÀXHQFH�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�

GHFDGH��'LVSODFHG�6\ULDQV�±�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�ZKRP�DUH�6XQQL�

0XVOLPV�±�PD\�WKUHDWHQ�WKDW�H[LVWLQJ�EDODQFH�RI�SRZHU��

undermining the growing Shiite dominance of Lebanon. 

Another source of concern among many of Lebanon’s Shiites 

LV�WKH�PRXQWLQJ�DQWL�6KLLWH�DQG�DQWL�$ODZLWH�GLVFRXUVH�WKDW�

has become commonplace in the rhetoric of some of the 

-LKDGL�DQG�HYHQ�SROLWLFDOO\�PRGHUDWH�IRUFHV�RSSRVLQJ�WKH�

JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�'DPDVFXV�

0DQ\�GLVSODFHG�VWXGHQWV�IURP�6\ULD�WROG�XV�KRZ�EHZLOGHULQJ�

DQG�VWUHVVIXO�WKH\�IRXQG�/HEDQHVH�SROLWLFV��³3HRSOH�

DXWRPDWLFDOO\�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�ZKR�\RX�VXSSRUW�´�D�\RXQJ�

woman wearing a large silver cross explained. She was 

¿QLVKLQJ�D�0DVWHU¶V�LQ�FRPSDUDWLYH�OLWHUDWXUH�DW�/HEDQHVH�

8QLYHUVLW\��³$UH�\RX�ZLWK�$VVDG��RU�DUH�\RX�DJDLQVW�KLP"´�

+HU�FODVVPDWH��D�ZRPDQ�RI�*UHHN�DQG�6\ULDQ�H[WUDFWLRQ��

SURXGO\�VWDWHG��³,�ZLOO�WHOO�DQ\RQH�ULJKW�DZD\�WKDW�,�VXSSRUW�

3UHVLGHQW�$VVDG�´�6KH�DOVR�UHFDOOHG�H[SHULHQFLQJ�³GLUW\�ORRNV�

DQG�ZKLVSHUV´�ZKHQ��RQ�D�VFKRRO�EXV�WULS��VKH�KDG�WR�VKRZ�KHU�

identity card at a checkpoint and her Syrian nationality was 

announced aloud.

Lebanon and Past Refugee Crises

Lebanon is home to more than 450,000 Palestinian refugees,�� 

ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�LQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�:DWFK�UHSRUWV�

DV�OLYLQJ�³LQ�DSSDOOLQJ�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQV�´���

0DQ\�/HEDQHVH�WUDFH�WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKH�����������FLYLO�ZDU�

to Palestinian disruption of the status quo ante. Regardless, 

OHJDO�UHVWULFWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�HYROYHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�KDYH�

UHVXOWHG�LQ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�UHIXJHHV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�HQMR\LQJ�IHZ�FLYLO�

rights or protections.

Qualified young Syrian women who 
are unable to pursue higher education 
may be vulnerable to being forced 
into economically strategic marriages 
they may not want, as well as  
the loss of critical professional and 
economic opportunities.
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This same lack of protection applies to displaced  

Syrians. Indeed, the historical memory of the perceived 

UROH�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQV�LQ�SDVW�/HEDQHVH�FRQÀLFWV�FRQWULEXWHV�

to a heightened anxiety about the presence of refugees, 

regardless of where they are from. That anxiety is manifest 

LQ�WKH�/HEDQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�UHIXVDO�WR�DOORZ�WKH�81+&5�

WR�HVWDEOLVK�RI¿FLDO�UHIXJHH�FDPSV�RU�RWKHU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDW�

have the appearance of permanence, although at the time of 

writing that decision was under review.20  In terms of access 

to universities, this anxiety contributes to reluctance by many 

/HEDQHVH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�RI¿FLDOV�WR�PDNH�DQ\�VXVWDLQHG�

effort to develop programs for displaced Syrians; such anxiety 

will also hamper any international or multinational effort 

to address that issue. The Lebanese government’s failure to 

articulate a coherent policy toward Syrian refugees will  

make the implementation of effective programs to address  

WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�FULVLV�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�DQG�FRPSOLFDWHG�

The Syrian Occupation of Lebanon: 1976-2005

6WLOO�IUHVK�LQ�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�PDQ\�/HEDQHVH�LV�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�

ORQJ�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�E\�6\ULD��,Q�������+D¿]�

DO�$VVDG��WKH�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�SUHVLGHQW�RI�6\ULD��%DVKDU�

DO�$VVDG��RUGHUHG�6\ULDQ�IRUFHV�WR�LQYDGH�DQG�RFFXS\�

Lebanon in an effort to assist Syria’s local allies. The 

RFFXSDWLRQ�ZDV�DOVR�D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HOGHU�DO�$VVDG¶V�

EHOLHI�WKDW�WKH�FRORQLDO�HUD�GLYLVLRQ�RI�/HEDQRQ�IURP�6\ULD�

should not stand, and indeed that Syrians and Lebanese were 

Bullet holes on the Roman columns record the remnants 

of the Lebanese civil war. Solidere district, Beirut.  

J. King, March 2014
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³RQH�SHRSOH�LQ�WZR�FRXQWULHV�´�)RU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKDW� 

SHULRG��6\ULD�PDLQWDLQHG�D�IRUFH�RI�QHDUO\��������VROGLHUV�DQG�

D�PDMRU�VHFUHW�SROLFH��mukhabarat) presence in the country. 

The occupation was generally unpopular among the  

/HEDQHVH��:LWK�WKH������DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�RI�IRUPHU�/HEDQHVH�

3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�5D¿N�+DULUL��D�PDVV�SRSXODU�PRYHPHQW�±� 

WKH�VR�FDOOHG�&HGDU�5HYROXWLRQ�±�OHG�WR�DQ�XQH[SHFWHG� 

6\ULDQ�ZLWKGUDZDO��0DQ\�/HEDQHVH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�ZDU�LQ�

Syria will ultimately lead to a renewed Syrian presence  

LQ�/HEDQRQ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKR�SUHYDLOV�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�

'XULQJ�LWV�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�/HEDQRQ��WKH�6\ULDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�

WROG�LWV�FLWL]HQV�WKDW�LWV�DUP\�ZDV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�

Lebanese people from alleged Israeli aggression and other 

threats, and that it was a humanitarian intervention. Younger 

Syrians remember that their country had helped Lebanese 

LQ�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�WKH�EULHI������FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�

DQG�+L]EROODK��VR�WKH�RIWHQ�IHURFLRXV�DQLPRVLW\�WKH\�IDFH��

arising from this memory of occupation, comes as a great 

surprise and disillusionment. As one law student told us, 

³:H¶UH�GLVSODFHG�VWXGHQWV��QRW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RU�DQRWKHU�

JURXS��'HDO�ZLWK�XV�ZLWK�KXPDQLW\«,�ZDV�MXVW�D�NLG�GXULQJ�

WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ��'RQ¶W�EODPH�PH�´�$�UHVLGXH�RI�WKH�6\ULDQ�

occupation is the general sense that elements of the Syrian 

VHFUHW�SROLFH�VWLOO�IXQFWLRQ�LQ�/HEDQRQ��$QWL�UHJLPH�RU�HYHQ�

QHXWUDO�VWXGHQWV�DW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�%HLUXW��$8%���

for example, reported that they believed they have been spied 

upon, as well as harassed, by individuals they believed to 

be Syrian agents, who may or may not be students but are 

physically present on campus.

L)1$( C'%+)0+: L)-$%'%’& O2)%  
B'"*)" $%* C('&)* S'/#$( P'(#/#)&

'LVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�IDFHG�H[SHQVLYH��GDQJHURXV��

or otherwise limiting choices to maintain their legal status in 

Lebanon. Several of these options are discussed below.

Lebanese Residency Permits

In general, Lebanon has maintained an open border with 

6\ULD�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�FRQÀLFW��8QGHU�D������

bilateral agreement, Syrians entering Lebanon with valid 

LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�UHFHLYH�D�IUHH�VL[�PRQWK�UHVLGHQF\�SHUPLW�WKDW�

may be renewed at no cost for an additional six months. At 

WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKLV�WZHOYH�PRQWK�SHULRG��LQGLYLGXDOV�RYHU�

WKH�DJH�RI����PXVW�HLWKHU�SD\�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI������RU�FURVV�

back over the border for at least 24 hours in order to obtain 

D�QHZ�VL[�PRQWK�IUHH�SHUPLW�20  Although a number of young 

people we interviewed reported that they had in the past 

returned to Syria through a legal checkpoint to gain a new 

VL[�PRQWK�SHUPLW��WKLV�SRVVLELOLW\�UHPDLQV�RSHQ�WR�IHZHU�DQG�

IHZHU�6\ULDQV�DV�WKH�FRQÀLFW�KDV�SURJUHVVHG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�

border with Syria appears to open or close based on sectarian 

One law student told us, “We’re 
displaced students, not the 
government or another group. Deal 
with us with humanity…I was just 
a kid during the occupation. Don’t 
blame me.” 
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FULWHULD��IRU�H[DPSOH��VHYHUDO�&KULVWLDQ�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�

IURP�QRUWKHUQ�6\ULD�ZKR�ZHUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�%HLUXW�UHSRUWHG�

WKDW�WKH\�SODQQHG�WR�UHWXUQ�KRPH�IRU�0RWKHU¶V�'D\��0DUFK�

21). Similarly, a young woman attending the Lebanese 

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�8QLYHUVLW\��/,8��LQ�WKH�%LTD¶D�9DOOH\�H[SODLQHG�

WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�YLVLW�KHU�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�ROG�&KULVWLDQ�TXDUWHU�RI�

'DPDVFXV�DOWKRXJK�WKH�WLPH�LW�WDNHV�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP����

minutes to over four hours due to checkpoints. In contrast, 

PDQ\�RI�RXU�6XQQL�0XVOLP�UHVSRQGHQWV�LQGLFDWHG�WKH\�FRXOG�

QRW�UHWXUQ�WR�6\ULD�DW�RI¿FLDO�FKHFNSRLQWV�

8QGHU�WKLV�UHVLGHQF\�VFKHPH��D�6\ULDQ�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�XQDEOH�

WR�OHDYH�DQG�UH�HQWHU�/HEDQRQ��DQG�LV�XQDEOH�WR�SD\�WKH�IHHV��

loses legal residency. Although it is technically possible to 

appeal for reinstatement, this appeal costs approximately 

������D�VXP�WKDW�LV�IDU�EH\RQG�WKH�EXGJHWV�RI�PRVW�6\ULDQV�21 

:KLOH�VRPH�\RXQJ�PHQ�DSSHDU�WR�EH�VHHNLQJ�UHVLGHQF\�

permits on the basis of their student status, which is less 

expensive, others indicated that they were pursuing a 

XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�EHFDXVH�LW�JUDQWV�WKHP�WKH�DGGHG�EHQH¿W�

RI�GHIHUPHQW��7KH\�ZRXOG�RWKHUZLVH�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�

the Syrian military.22 

Crossing the border may be dangerous on the Lebanese side 

DV�ZHOO��,QGLYLGXDOV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�UHSRUWHG�WKDW��

when a Syrian holds an identity card showing he or she is 

IURP�DQ�DQWL�UHJLPH�DUHD��RU�DOOHJLDQFH�WR�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�LV�

suspected, cards have been destroyed by Lebanese border 

guards in certain instances. In general, many of the students 

we interviewed – Sunnis in particular – feared the Syrian 

state’s presence in Lebanon. According to one Lebanese 

H[SHUW�ZH�LQWHUYLHZHG��³)RU�WKRVH�6\ULDQV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�SUR�

regime, the Syrian Embassy is more like a secret  

SROLFH�SRVW�´

Yet Lebanon is the only option for some Syrians, despite the 

perceived risks. One student, who had completed two years 

RI�VWXG\�LQ�ODZ�DW�$OHSSR�8QLYHUVLW\��KDG�LQLWLDOO\�SODQQHG�

WR�MRLQ�KLV�IDPLO\�LQ�(J\SW�EXW�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�GR�VR�DIWHU�WKH�

Egyptian government abruptly suspended visas for Syrians 

ODVW�-XO\�����:KHQ�ZH�PHW�WKH�VWXGHQW��KH�KDG�EHJXQ�KLV�¿UVW�

\HDU�DW�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�4XEEHK��7ULSROL���EXW�

reported that he was tempted to return to Aleppo despite the 

¿JKWLQJ�EHFDXVH�RI�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�

The high cost of residency permit renewal, and the danger for 

many Syrians of crossing the border back into Syria in order 

to gain a new free permit, means that maintaining residency 

through study in Lebanon may become even more important 

to young people hoping to keep their options open.

Residency in Lebanon for Palestinian  
Residents of Syria

Palestinian residents of Syria face heightened residency 

UHTXLUHPHQWV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�DQG�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�KDUDVVPHQW�DQG�

GHWHQWLRQ�LQ�SUDFWLFH��2Q�0D\����������/HEDQRQ¶V�0LQLVWHU�

of Interior announced the decision to restrict Palestinian 

UHVLGHQWV�RI�6\ULD�IURP�HQWHULQJ�/HEDQRQ�E\�UHTXLULQJ�QHZ�

forms of documentation.24��7KLV�UHTXLUHPHQW�DSSHDUV�WR�

violate the customary international humanitarian legal norm 

of non-refoulement, which states that refugees cannot be 

returned or expelled to places where their lives or freedoms 

are threatened.25��:KLOH�WKHUH�DUH�QR�FOHDU�GDWD�IRU�VWXGHQWV�
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LQ�/HEDQRQ�FDUU\LQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�UHVLGHQWV�RI�6\ULD�LGHQWLW\�

FDUGV��LW�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHU��8QWLO�$SULO�������

Palestinian residents of Syria with a valid student visa for 

Lebanon were allowed to enter without restriction, although it 

is not clear whether they can still do so.

0DQ\�VXFK�3DOHVWLQLDQ�VWXGHQWV�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�VWXFN�LQ�D�

OHJDO�JUD\�DUHD�LQ�/HEDQRQ��0DKPRXG��D�IRUPHU�VWXGHQW�DW�

$OHSSR�8QLYHUVLW\��H[SODLQHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�XQDEOH�WR�SD\�

the renewal fees for his permit. In light of the new Lebanese 

government policies, he could not risk traveling back to 

6\ULD��+H�DGPLWWHG�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�QRW�LPDJLQH�D�ZD\�WR�¿QLVK�

KLV�GHJUHH��$QRWKHU�\RXQJ�PDQ�WUDYHOHG�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�%HLUXW�

from the crowded Palestinian camp outside Tripoli to meet 

us, hoping to discover strategies for resuming his education. 

Still another explained that he had trained in Syria as an 

(PHUJHQF\�0HGLFDO�7HFKQLFLDQ�LQ�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�D�FDUHHU�LQ�

medicine. Like many young Palestinian residents of Syria, 

WR�HVFDSH�WKH�ZDU�DQG�FRQVFULSWLRQ��KH�LQLWLDOO\�ÀHG�WR�(J\SW�

DQG�UHJLVWHUHG�DW�&DLUR�8QLYHUVLW\��ZLWK�WKH�FKDQJH�LQ�SROLWLFV�

IROORZLQJ�WKH������(J\SWLDQ�PLOLWDU\�FRXS�G¶pWDW��KH�ZDV�

ordered to leave. In Lebanon, he had hoped to study medicine, 

but because of many restrictive policies was unable to do so. 

+H�KRSHG�WR�JR�IXUWKHU�DEURDG�WR�VWXG\��EXW�LW�LV�XQFOHDU�ZKDW�

kind of travel document he could use, as explained below.

Registering as Refugees with the UNHCR

In considering the interplay of higher education and residency 

UHTXLUHPHQWV�LQ�/HEDQRQ��LW�LV�KHOSIXO�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�EDVLF�

features of the legal frameworks for refugees there.�� 

6LJQL¿FDQWO\��UHJLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�81+&5�HIIHFWLYHO\�

forecloses third country study opportunities (or travel for 

any reason to third countries), since these countries are 

unlikely to issue visas to individuals who are claiming 

refugee status, due to the perceived likelihood that they will 

seek asylum upon arrival. Lebanon has not signed the 1951 

Refugee Convention, and therefore is not obliged to provide 

Convention travel documents to registered persons of concern 

ZKR�PLJKW�ZDQW�WR�VWXG\�LQ�D�WKLUG�FRXQWU\��+RZHYHU��XQGHU�D�

�����0HPRUDQGXP�RI�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�/HEDQHVH�

JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKH�81+&5��WKH�ODWWHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FDQ�

register refugees in Lebanon.��  Although registration may 

provide access to limited resources, and affords no formal 

legal protections against deportation, it does allow for the 

SRVVLELOLW\�RI�5HIXJHH�6WDWXV�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ��56'��IRU�

H[WUHPHO\�YXOQHUDEOH�FDVHV�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�WKH�81+&5�RU�LWV�

While some young men appear to be 

seeking residency permits on the basis 

of their student status, which is less 

expensive, others indicated that they 

were pursuing a university education 

because it grants them the added 

benefit of deferment. They would 

otherwise be required to serve in the 

Syrian military.
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1*2�SDUWQHUV��5HVHWWOHPHQW�RI�56'�DSSOLFDQWV�LV�FRQWLQJHQW�

on third countries making spaces available, and few Syrian 

UHJLVWUDQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKLV�PHFKDQLVP��� 

E*3/$+#'%$( C'%+)0+:  
Lebanon’s Higher Education Sector and its  
Challenges for Displaced Syrian Students

:LWK�WKH�JURZWK�LQ�QHZ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�DQG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�

branch campuses, Lebanon’s higher education sector is now 

SUREDEO\�PRUH�GLYLGHG�E\�VHFWDULDQ�DI¿OLDWLRQ�DQG�JHRJUDSK\�

WKDQ�DW�DQ\�WLPH�LQ�WKH�SDVW��7KHUH�LV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�TXDOLW\��

educational styles, and opportunities inherent in the Lebanese 

system, all of which affect Syrians’ access.

Overview of the Lebanese Higher  
Education System

/HEDQRQ�KDV�D�KLJKO\�GHYHORSHG�DQG�UHJLRQDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�

public and private higher education sector, with 44 

institutions of higher education.29�7KH�/HEDQHVH�0LQLVWU\�

RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�SURYLGHV�DFFUHGLWDWLRQ�WR�/HEDQHVH�

universities, and some are accredited internationally. Colleges 

and universities range from small campuses with fewer 

WKDQ�������VWXGHQWV�WR�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\��IRXQGHG�

LQ��������ZKLFK�KRVWV����)DFXOWLHV�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ��������

VWXGHQWV��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�XQLYHUVLWLHV�DUH�EDVHG�

either on an American liberal arts model or, as a legacy of 

Lebanon’s colonial past, the French university model. Several 

universities employ English or French as the language of 

instruction; only a few conduct coursework entirely in Arabic. 

$V�GLVFXVVHG�EHORZ��QRQ�$UDELF�HQWUDQFH�H[DPLQDWLRQV�

Syrian students with resources and 

scholarship support may be able to 

access elite universities like AUB, 

pictured here.   J. King, March 2014
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DQG�%HLUXW�$UDE�8QLYHUVLW\��KDYH�DWWUDFWHG�D�PXOWL�VHFWDULDQ�

VWXGHQW�ERG\��0RUHRYHU��/HEDQRQ�KDV�D�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�DWWUDFWLQJ�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�$UDE�0LGGOH�(DVW��$IULFD��

(XURSH��DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�IRU�ERWK�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�

HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�JUDGXDWH�WUDLQLQJ��3ULRU�WR�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�

neighboring Syria, foreign students made up as many as 

�������RI�/HEDQRQ¶V�HVWLPDWHG���������XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV��� 

T!2'('1#)& '4 S!"#$% U%#.)"&#+!  
S+3*)%+& #% L)-$%'%

$V�LQ�RXU������UHVHDUFK�LQ�-RUGDQ��ZH�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�PHW�ZLWK�

three broad categories of displaced Syrian university students 

IURP�DPRQJ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DJH�6\ULDQV�LQ�/HEDQRQ��VWXGHQWV�

ZLWK�PHDQV��XUEDQ�VWXGHQWV�DW�ULVN��DQG�LQIRUPDO�FDPS�EDVHG�

VWXGHQWV��7KH�WHDP�DOVR�PHW�ZLWK�D�QXPEHU�RI�ZHOO�RII�6\ULDQ�

young people whose families were living outside of Syria 

LQ�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�WKH�8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV�RU�WKH�8QLWHG�

States. These students did not identify as displaced, and they 

experienced relatively less fear and loss than their peers. 

DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�SRVH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�EDUULHU�WR�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQW�

participation in certain Faculties of the state university.

:KLOH�$8%�DQG�8QLYHUVLWp�6DLQW�-RVHSK�GH�%H\URXWK��86-��

ZHUH�IRXQGHG�LQ�WKH�ODWH���WK�FHQWXU\��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�

Lebanon’s universities were established after the end of  

WKH�/HEDQHVH�FLYLO�ZDU��7KHVH�SRVW�ZDU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WHQG�WR�

EH�IRU�SUR¿W��RIWHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�UHOLJLRXV�JURXS��

political party, or politician, and draw students from a limited 

geographical range. They rarely have an endowment or  

PDMRU�SKLODQWKURSLF�VXSSRUW�DQG�DUH�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WXLWLRQ�

payments for expenses and salaries. Transportation and travel 

GXULQJ�WKH�FLYLO�ZDU�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW��DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�

PDQ\�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�%HLUXW�HVWDEOLVKHG�

branch campuses in other parts of the country.

,W�LV�FULWLFDO�WR�UHFRJQL]H��KRZHYHU��WKDW�ERWK�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�

EHIRUH�DQG�DIWHU�������GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�VFKRROV�OLNH�86-��

$8%��+8��DQG�WKH�/HEDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��/$8��

KDG�ZHVWHUQ�&KULVWLDQ�PLVVLRQDU\�RULJLQV��WKH\��OLNH�/8�

Members of the research team (left) speak 

with Syrian student focus groups in Beirut.   

K. Watenpaugh, March 2014
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DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��:KLOH�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�DUH�WKH�

OHDVW�OLNHO\�WR�IHHO�D�GLUHFW�LPSDFW�IURP�WKH�FRQÀLFW��HYHQ�

they expressed concerns about conscription, as well as their 

ability to renew passports and travel. Several students we met 

planned to continue their studies in North America or Europe, 

and, while indicating that they would like to return to Syria at 

some point, saw little opportunity there and would most likely 

seek employment and build careers elsewhere.

Urban Students at Risk 

Far and away the largest group our study encountered falls 

LQWR�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�DW�ULVN�UHIXJHH�RU�GLVSODFHG�VWXGHQWV��

,Q�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�DUH�VWXGHQWV�DWWHQGLQJ�XQLYHUVLW\�IXOO��RU�

SDUW�WLPH��RIWHQ�ZRUNLQJ�ORQJ�KRXUV�WR�SD\�IRU�WXLWLRQ�DQG�

help support their families. This category includes students 

who have received scholarship assistance and partial tuition 

remission from universities or foundations and NGOs, 

including some in Syria like the Association of Religious 

&OHULFV�RI�+RPV��ZKLFK�VXEVLGL]HV�VWXGHQWV�DW�DO�-LQDQ�

8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�7ULSROL��7KLV�JURXS�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�

RI�\RXQJ�PHQ�ZKR�DUH�TXLWH�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�FKLHI�UHDVRQ�IRU�

their enrollment is to avoid military service in Syria.

%DODQFLQJ�ZRUN�±�JHQHUDOO\�LOOHJDO�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�IRRG�

service, construction, and retail – with study is among the 

JUHDWHVW�HGXFDWLRQDO�SUREOHPV�IDFLQJ�WKLV�JURXS��0DQ\�DUH�

DOVR�VW\PLHG�LQ�HIIRUWV�WR�SXUVXH�VWXGLHV�LQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�¿HOGV�

IRU�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�ZHOO�TXDOL¿HG��DQ�HVSHFLDOO\�IUXVWUDWLQJ�

situation when they believe that such study will allow them to 

EXLOG�FDUHHUV��0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�IHZ�WR�QR�UHVHUYHV�

WR�GUDZ�RQ��ZHUH�WKHLU�¿QDQFLDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�WR�FKDQJH�IRU�

the worse.

Although they saw Lebanon as a place to pursue higher 

education rather than a refuge, they also reported an interest 

in helping less fortunate Syrians. For example, Amal, a 22 

\HDU�ROG�VWXGHQW�DW�$8%��QRWHG�WKDW�VKH�DQG�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�

were active in raising awareness about the needs of Syrian 

refugees. She pointed out a model shelter they had erected 

RQ�FDPSXV�WR�KHOS�WKH�HOLWH�VWXGHQWV�DW�$8%�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�

SK\VLFDO�KDUGVKLS�WKDW�PDQ\�6\ULDQ�UHIXJHHV�IDFH��:KLOH�WKH�

effectiveness of these initiatives is unclear, they nonetheless 

indicate awareness even among the most elite Syrians in 

/HEDQRQ�RI�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�WKH�PDMRULW\�

Students with Means  

Syrian youth who are able to attend Lebanon’s expensive 

private universities generally have access to external sources 

of funding. Often, money is received from relatives working 

outside of Syria, although some have scholarships. In general, 

students attending expensive private universities in Lebanon 

receive support from relatives abroad in addition to support 

they may receive from their families in Syria.

The biggest challenge facing even these students with 

PHDQV�LV�WKDW�KLJK�WXLWLRQ�IHHV�UHSUHVHQW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�EDUULHU�

to completion of university studies. Nonetheless, there is 

a tremendous range of private university tuition costs in 

/HEDQRQ��$PHULFDQ�DFFUHGLWHG�XQLYHUVLWLHV�FKDUJH�WXLWLRQ�

URXJKO\�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKDW�FKDUJHG�E\�OLEHUDO�DUWV�FROOHJHV�LQ�

WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV������������7KH\�VWDQG�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�/8��

ZKHUH�D�\HDU�FDQ�FRVW�������'HVSLWH�WKHLU�DFFHVV�WR�KLJKHU�

education options and relatively good resources, students 

ZLWK�PHDQV�DUH�QRW�LQVXODWHG�IURP�SUHMXGLFH��DQG�PDQ\�LQ�

WKLV�FDWHJRU\�UHSRUWHG�DQ�XSWLFN�LQ�DQWL�6\ULDQ�DWWLWXGHV�
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7KH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�IDFH�DW�OHDVW�RQH��

LI�QRW�DOO��RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PDMRU�FDWHJRULHV�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�

Lack of Resources

6\ULDQV��OLNH�DOO�QRQ�/HEDQHVH��PXVW�SD\�WXLWLRQ�LQ�VRPH�IRUP�

to attend a university in Lebanon. They are ineligible for 

/HEDQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�EDVHG�¿QDQFLDO�DLG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�

cost of living is high in Lebanon when compared to Syria, and 

those costs continue to rise as refugees’ demand for housing 

KDV�LQFUHDVHG�UHQWV��'LVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�

told us of having to choose between supporting themselves 

and their families, and paying tuition. Additional problems 

include higher tuition costs, devaluation of the Syrian Pound, 

struggles to pay residency fees, and inability to secure 

VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFRPH�

Informal Camp-Based Student Refugees

Lebanon has disallowed the establishment of refugee camps 

OLNH�WKRVH�LQ�-RUGDQ�RU�7XUNH\��,QVWHDG��6\ULDQV�KDYH�EXLOW�

informal settlements, often renting open space from landlords 

and constructing temporary shelters. As discussed in the 

methodology section, we were unable to conduct focus 

JURXSV�ZLWK�WKLV�W\SH�RI�VWXGHQW��+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�

VWDWH�VXEVLGL]HG�QDWXUH�RI�6\ULDQ�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�KLJK�

percentage of enrolled students prior to 2011, we believe 

there are many displaced students in these communities.

One student told us, “I’m working  

to afford to go to university, but I 

don’t actually have time to go to  

the university.”

View from the campus of Al Jinan University.  

J. King, March 2014
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WKH\�NQRZ�DUH�IDU�OHVV�WKDQ�ZKDW�/HEDQHVH�FLWL]HQV�HDUQ�IRU�

WKH�VDPH�ZRUN��2QH�VWXGHQW�WROG�XV��³,¶P�ZRUNLQJ�WR�DIIRUG�

to go to university, but I don’t actually have time to go to the 

XQLYHUVLW\�´�7KH�IDFW�WKDW�/HEDQRQ�LV�D�ZHDN�VWDWH�DOVR�PHDQV�

that young Syrians face few legal obstacles to employment 

DV�XQGRFXPHQWHG�ZRUNHUV��+RZHYHU��OLNH�XQGRFXPHQWHG�

workers elsewhere, they are at risk of workplace exploitation 

and wage theft, and have no legal recourse in the face of 

abuse by employers.

One student, Gina, a tall blonde from Aleppo, was working 

WR�VXSSRUW�KHUVHOI�E\�VHOOLQJ�PRELOH�SKRQHV�LQ�D�%HLUXW�PDOO��

Although she complained of being paid less than a Lebanese 

IRU�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�VDPH�MRE��*LQD�WROG�XV�WKDW�ZKDW�DIIHFWHG�

KHU�PRUDOH�PRVW�GHHSO\�LQ�/HEDQRQ�ZDV�³WR�DOZD\V�EH�WUHDWHG�

DV�D�VWUDQJHU�´�6KH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�D�ODZ�VWXGHQW�DW�WKH�VPDOO�

&KULVWLDQ�FROOHJH�RI�/D�6DJHVVH�LQ�(DVW�%HLUXW��DQG�VWDWHG�

WKDW�KHU�JRDO�LV�WR�FRPSOHWH�D�0DVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

ODZ�VR�WKDW�VKH�FDQ�³ZRUN�DW�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHOV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�

LQMXVWLFH�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV�´

0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�ZH�PHW�H[SUHVVHG�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�WKHLU�LQDELOLW\�

WR�VHFXUH�SURIHVVLRQDO�MREV��ZKLFK�UHTXLUH�ZRUN�SHUPLWV��XSRQ�

JUDGXDWLRQ��:KLOH�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�SRVVLEOH��IRUPDO�HPSOR\PHQW�

LV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�REWDLQ�LQ�SUDFWLFH��JLYHQ�/HEDQRQ¶V�OHJDO�

restrictions, competitive work environment, and popular 

attitudes toward Syrians in the country. One researcher at 

a Lebanese university told us that as part of a study he was 

conducting related to the refugee crisis, he had planned to 

hire Syrian data collectors but was refused by his university, 

ZKLFK�LQWHUSUHWHG�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�/DERU�ODZV�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�

he must hire Lebanese.

All of these factors combine with the issues below and 

contribute to high dropout and deferment rates. In fact, many 

of the students we met appeared barely able to both study 

DQG�VXUYLYH��+RVVDP��D����\HDU�ROG�VWXGHQW�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�

/,8�FDPSXV�LQ�.KL\DUD�LQ�WKH�%LTD¶D�9DOOH\��H[SODLQHG�KLV�

situation, visibly shaken at the limited prospects in his future. 

+H�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�KLV�WKLUG�\HDU�RI�SKDUPDF\�VWXGLHV�DW�$OHSSR�

8QLYHUVLW\�ZKHQ�KLV�KRPH�ZDV�GHVWUR\HG�LQ������DQG�KLV�

IDPLO\�GHFLGHG�WR�OHDYH�6\ULD�IRU�%DDOEHN��+RVVDP�FRPPXWHV�

WR�WKH�/,8�FDPSXV��ZKHUH�KH�LV�VWXG\LQJ�(QJOLVK�DQG�

accounting and has almost completed enough credits to enter 

KLV�WKLUG�\HDU��+H�H[SODLQHG�WKDW��GHVSLWH�ZRUNLQJ�WHQ�KRXUV�

a day, he could never have continued his studies without the 

ORDQV�H[WHQGHG�E\�/,8��³7KH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�

good to us, but in the end this is not a charity, it is a business. 

,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�KRZ�PXFK�ORQJHU�,�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�DV�D�VWXGHQW�´

Employment and Lack of Post-Graduation  
Opportunities

Young Syrian refugees, especially those with some university 

H[SHULHQFH��KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�¿QG�HPSOR\PHQW��8QGHU�

Lebanese law, their employment is illegal, but none of our 

UHVSRQGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�DQ\�RI¿FLDO�LQWHUIHUHQFH�RQ�WKH�MRE��7KLV�

VLWXDWLRQ�FRQWUDVWV�ZLWK�-RUGDQ��ZKHUH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�UHSRUWHG�

KDUDVVPHQW�DQG�WKUHDWV�E\�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV��$V�QRWHG��

WKHVH�MREV�DUH�RIWHQ�PHGLXP�VNLOO�SRVLWLRQV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�VRPH�

social prowess, literacy, numeracy, and cultural competency. 

7KH\�RIWHQ�ZRUN�LQ�IRRG�VHUYLFH��UHWDLO�OLNH�YHQGLQJ�RI�

cell phones in the local mall, healthcare, tutoring, and test 

preparation. Others are in construction, house painting, and 

childcare. Students admit to working long hours to support 

WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��VRPH�PRUH�WKDQ�WZHOYH�KRXU�VKLIWV�IRU�ZDJHV�
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ODQJXDJH>V@�WKDW�OLPLWV�WKHLU�QXPEHU�LQ�WKHVH�VFKRROV�´�KH�

added. A senior researcher on Lebanese education framed the 

LVVXH�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQWO\��QRWLQJ�WKDW�DW�/8��³6\ULDQV�FDQQRW�

DFFHVV�PDMRUV�VXFK�DV�SKDUPDF\�RU�PHGLFLQH��QRW�EHFDXVH�

they are not eligible but because they are not able to compete 

with Lebanese students. The entry exams to such faculties are 

based on national secondary exams (the Lebanese curriculum) 

LQ�)UHQFK�RU�(QJOLVK�´�+H�IXUWKHU�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�

of Syrian students pursue courses of study such as Letters 

DQG�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV�WKDW�GR�QRW�UHTXLUH�HQWU\�H[DPV��7KLV�

IXQFWLRQDO�UHVWULFWLRQ�RQ�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�QRW�

RQO\�GXH�WR�/8¶V�UHODWLYH�DIIRUGDELOLW\��EXW�EHFDXVH�VWXGHQWV�

UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH\�EHOLHYH�WKH�/8�GHJUHH�LV�YDOLG�LQ�6\ULD�

Issues of communal identity may also play a role – usually 

subtle and unstated – in university admissions policies and 

hiring practices for faculty. A specialist in Lebanese higher 

HGXFDWLRQ�GHVFULEHG�WKLV�GH�IDFWR�UHOLJLRXV�VHJUHJDWLRQ�DV�³DQ�

LPSOLFLW�SROLF\�IURP�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�VLGH��DQG�DQ�DXWR�

UHOHJDWLRQ�SURFHVV�IURP�VWXGHQW�DQG�IDFXOW\�VLGH�´�+H�DGGHG�

Restrictions on Course of Study and Issues  
of Language Preparation

,QVWLWXWLRQDO�DWWLWXGHV��HQWUDQFH�DQG�ODQJXDJH�UHTXLUHPHQWV��

high tuition and fees, de facto restrictions on possible courses 

of study, and de jure limitations on professional opportunities 

have all contributed to the Syrian higher educational crisis  

in Lebanon.

$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�LV�QR�IRUPDO�ODZ�UHVWULFWLQJ�QRQ�/HEDQHVH�

from studying in various Faculties, due to a number of issues 

– including the language of instruction, differing curricula, 

and a widespread belief that Syrians are not well educated 

– Syrians reported that they believed study for careers in 

pharmacy, engineering, and medicine were not open to them 

LQ�/HEDQRQ��&ULWLFDOO\��QRQ�/HEDQHVH�DUH�GHQLHG�PHPEHUVKLS�

in at least 25 professional syndicates, which effectively bars 

WKHP�IURP�FUXFLDO�XSZDUGO\�PRELOH�ZKLWH�FROODU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

LQ�PHGLFLQH��HQJLQHHULQJ��¿QDQFH��DQG�WKH�ODZ��ZHUH�WKH\�WR�

complete the relevant course of study.�� 

One Syrian student explained the broader functional 

UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�6\ULDQV�HQWHULQJ�WKH�)DFXOWLHV�RI�0HGLFLQH��

3KDUPDF\�DQG�(QJLQHHULQJ�DV�IROORZV��³7KH�RQO\�DIIRUGDEOH�

XQLYHUVLW\�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�6\ULDQV�LV�WKH�/HEDQHVH�

8QLYHUVLW\�>ZKLFK�FRVWV�RQO\������D�\HDU�IRU�QRQ�/HEDQHVH@��

but the placement tests are completely in English and very 

FRPSHWLWLYH�´�+H�DGGHG�WKDW�WKHVH�KLJK�SUHVWLJH�FRXUVHV�

of study involve a number of entrance exams in English, 

including math, physics and chemistry, which are reputed to 

EH�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�HYHQ�IRU�/HEDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�

UHTXLVLWH�ODQJXDJH�SUHSDUDWLRQ��³)RU�6\ULDQV�LW�LV�RQO\�WKH�

Non-Lebanese are denied membership 
in at least 25 professional syndicates, 
which effectively bars them from 
crucial upwardly-mobile white-collar 
opportunities in medicine, engineering, 
finance, and the law, were they to 
complete the relevant course of study. 
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effects on them. Respondents reported high levels of worry 

and frustration. One Syrian university student candidly stated, 

³:LWK�DOO�RI�WKH�SUREOHPV�ZH�PXVW�VROYH��KRZ�FDQ�ZH�IRFXV"´�

In addition, for some Syrians with older family members and 

familial obligations, refugee registration would make travel 

to Syria impossible. A university administrator we spoke with 

described a male student in his third year who had decided 

WR�OHDYH�82%�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�KLV�KRPH�RXWVLGH�RI�$OHSSR�DIWHU�

KLV�EURWKHU�ZDV�NLOOHG��$V�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�VDLG��³&DQ�\RX�

EHOLHYH�WKH�VWUHVVRUV�RQ�WKHVH�NLGV"�+H�IHHOV�DV�WKH�ROGHVW�ER\�

LW�LV�KLV�GXW\�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WU\�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�IDPLO\¶V�ODQG�´�

Students expressed interest in personal, academic, and career 

FRXQVHOLQJ��SUHIHUULQJ�SHHU�FRXQVHOLQJ�WR�LQWHUQHW�EDVHG�

DVVLVWDQFH��$V�RQH�VWXGHQW�UHSRUWHG��³,�WUXVW�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�

PRUH�WKDQ�,�WUXVW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�´

Political Threats / Fear of Violence

The perception that Syrian university students may pose a 

WKUHDW�WR�WKH�FRPPXQDO�EDODQFH�LQ�/HEDQRQ�KDV�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�

way they are treated in both public and private educational 

institutions. In areas of Lebanon where Christian or Shiite 

PDMRULWLHV�SUHYDLO��6XQQL�0XVOLP�UHVSRQGHQWV�WROG�XV�WKDW�

WKH\�DUH�RIWHQ�YHUEDOO\�DEXVHG��+DUDVVPHQW�DQG�WKUHDWV�WR�

personal safety are common. In other parts of Lebanon, in 

particular Tripoli, which is overwhelmingly Sunni and whose 

SHRSOH�KDYH�KDG�ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO�WLHV�ZLWK�

central Syria, Sunni students reported much better treatment. 

+RZHYHU��*UHHN�2UWKRGR[�&KULVWLDQ�VWXGHQWV�DW�82%�±�

ORFDWHG�QHDU�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�.RXUD��MXVW�RXWVLGH�RI�7ULSROL�

– explained that they do not feel comfortable in metropolitan 

Tripoli, but feel safe in their confessional enclave.

WKDW�KH�EHOLHYHV�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�/8�EUDQFKHV�

LQ�*UHDWHU�%HLUXW��ZKHUH�VWDII��IDFXOW\��DQG�VWXGHQWV�EHORQJ�

within each branch to the same confessional groups, although 

KH�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKHUH�LV�VRPH�PL[LQJ�RI�UHOLJLRXV�DI¿OLDWLRQV�

7KH�KLVWRU\�RI�/HEDQRQ�6\ULD�UHODWLRQV�DQG�/HEDQRQ¶V�SDVW�

experience with Palestinian refugees has contributed to the 

hostile reception many students face. In a group meeting 

ZLWK�D�GR]HQ�XQLYHUVLW\�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��ZH�ZHUH�VWUXFN�E\�WKH�

attitudes exhibited by many Lebanese university administrators 

when discussing possible programs and policies for Syrians. 

In several cases, it was clear that their sense of educational 

mission or recognition of the basic human right to education 

did not extend to Syrians. Also, their collective attitude toward 

Syrian young people included a degree of animus that we, as 

ZHOO�DV�ORFDO�:HVWHUQ�FROOHDJXHV�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�VDPH�PHHWLQJ��

found troubling. One Lebanese university administrator told 

XV��³:H�FDQQRW�DFFHSW�RQH�GROODU�IRU�D�6\ULDQ�LI�WKHUH�LV�QRW�

DOVR�D�GROODU�IRU�D�/HEDQHVH�VWXGHQW�´�$OWKRXJK�PRVW�H[SUHVVHG�

willingness to accept external funding for Syrian students, they 

UHSRUWHG�WKDW�ZKDW�WKH\�WHUPHG�³SRVLWLYH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ´�ZRXOG�

be resented by Lebanese students and would risk exacerbating 

tensions on campus. This set of attitudes is in sharp contrast 

to the kind of support provided by small private universities, 

VXFK�DV�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/HEDQRQ��+8��DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�

RI�%DODPDQG��82%��

Psycho-Social Problems and Isolation

The reality that their homeland is at war and that many 

students have not seen or even heard from their families for 

extended periods has had obvious social and psychological 
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H[DPV�IRU�ZHHNV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�WKH�¿JKWLQJ��2QH�

VWDWHG��³,�VWXGLHG�IRU�P\�H[DPV�EXW�,�KDYH�QR�LGHD�ZKHQ�,�ZLOO�

JHW�WR�WDNH�WKHP��,W�KDV�EHHQ�ZHHNV�QRZ��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�FDOO�WKLV�

D�XQLYHUVLW\"�,�DWWHQG�RQO\�E\�ULVNLQJ�P\�EORRG�´�+H�DGGHG�

WKDW�KH�ZDV�WHPSWHG�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�$OHSSR�WR�WU\�WR�¿QLVK�KLV�

initial degree, but his family was against it.

D#&2($/)* S!"#$% A/$*)5#/&

0DQ\�RI�WKH�EDUULHUV�WKDW�SUHYHQW�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�

from continuing their education in Lebanon – political, 

¿QDQFLDO��DQG�OLQJXLVWLF��DPRQJ�RWKHUV�±�DIIHFW�6\ULDQ�

academics as well. The primary challenge they face is 

FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�/HEDQHVH�VFKRODUV�LQ�D�MRE�PDUNHW�WKDW�LV�

already saturated with prospective faculty. Legal impediments 

to employment, popular hostility to hiring Syrians, and the 

perceived inferiority of the Syrian academy renders Syrians 

less competitive. This perception is further exacerbated 

E\�WKHLU�JHQHUDOO\�ZHDNHU�(QJOLVK�DQG�)UHQFK�SUR¿FLHQF\��

compared to their Lebanese counterparts. As a Syrian 

professor who has taught in Lebanon for several decades 

UHPDUNHG��³0DQ\�/HEDQHVH�WKLQN�WKDW�LI�\RX�VSHDN�(QJOLVK��

\RX�PXVW�EH�EHWWHU�DW�FKHPLVWU\�´

:KLOH�VRPH�6\ULDQ�DFDGHPLFV�ZH�PHW�KDG�SULRU�H[SHULHQFH�

and contacts in Lebanon, others were struggling to 

navigate Lebanon’s diverse, complex, and competitive 

higher education sector. The role of a candidate’s religious 

EDFNJURXQG�LQ�KLULQJ�GHFLVLRQV�OHG�WR�GLI¿FXOWLHV�IRU�D�QXPEHU�

RI�WKH�6\ULDQ�VFKRODUV�ZH�LQWHUYLHZHG��2QH�0XVOLP�SURIHVVRU��

for example, explained that she had initially believed that 

&KULVWLDQ�DI¿OLDWHG�XQLYHUVLWLHV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KLUH�KHU�GXH�WR�

her hijab, or veil, which shows the prevailing perception of 

:KLOH�PDQ\�6\ULDQ�UHIXJHH�VWXGHQWV�UHSRUW�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�

generally treated fairly by their fellow Lebanese students, they 

H[SUHVVHG�IHDU�RI�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�VRPH�

association with the  Syrian secret police. They also worry 

about the political allegiances of other Syrians on campus, and 

DERXW�RI¿FLDO�LQGLIIHUHQFH�WR�WKHLU�VDIHW\��$V�QRWHG�DERYH��WKLV�

IHDU�ZDV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�VWXGHQWV�IURP�$8%��3ROLWLFDOO\�DFWLYH�

6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�DW�/8�UDLVHG�VLPLODU�FRQFHUQV�

Finally, some displaced Syrian university students may risk 

JHQHUDO�FLYLO�YLROHQFH�DV�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�FRXQWU\�

increasingly plays out in Lebanon. This risk is especially 

DFXWH�LQ�7ULSROL��ZKHUH�D�YLROHQW�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�6XQQLV�

DQG�$ODZLWHV�GDWHV�WR�6\ULD¶V������LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LQ�/HEDQRQ��

6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�WKHUH�GHVFULEHG�WU\LQJ�WR�DWWHQG�FODVV�DW�/8�

LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�RI�4XEEHK��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�FDPSXV�

lies between the two warring communities, and the students 

we interviewed noted that they had been unable to take their 

One student stated, “I studied for 
my exams but I have no idea when 
I will get to take them. It has been 
weeks now. How can we call this a 
university? I attend only by risking 
my blood.” He added that he was 
tempted to return to Aleppo to try  
to finish his initial degree, but his 
family was against it.
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promise of attractive international partnerships for Lebanese 

universities – it is highly unlikely that Syrian scholars will be 

able to continue their work in Lebanon’s current environment, 

UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�EDFNJURXQG�RU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV��� Several 

university administrators we spoke with, including 

UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�$8%�DQG�82%��H[SUHVVHG�D�GHVLUH�WR�

partner with programs like IIE’s Scholar Rescue Fund to 

support their Syrian colleagues.

Another important issue confronting Syrian academics 

LQ�/HEDQRQ�VWHPV�IURP�WKH�)HEUXDU\������&DELQHW�OHYHO�

GHFUHH�IURP�WKH�6\ULDQ�0LQLVWU\�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�WR�

GHQ\�DOO�XQSDLG�DQG�H[WHUQDO�VDEEDWLFDO�OHDYH�UHTXHVWV�IRU�

Syrian faculty employed at public institutions. Through this 

decision, which has implications far beyond Lebanon, the 

Syrian regime has effectively made it impossible for Syrian 

academics to work temporarily outside Syria and keep their 

Syrian positions. The result is that they may be compelled to 

FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�ULVNLQJ�WKHLU�VKRUW�WHUP�VHFXULW\�E\�UHPDLQLQJ�

LQ�6\ULD��DQG�MHRSDUGL]LQJ�WKHLU�ORQJ�WHUP�FDUHHU�DQG�VRXUFH�RI�

livelihood by leaving.

:H�LQWHUYLHZHG�RQH�DFDGHPLF�ZKR�KDG�VHFXUHG�D�YLVLWLQJ�

position in Lebanon. After applying for sabbatical from his 

home university in early 2014 and receiving conditional 

DSSURYDO��KLV�UHTXHVW�ZDV�XOWLPDWHO\�GHQLHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKLV�

broader decision. The scholar described attending a faculty 

PHHWLQJ�ZKHUH�IDFXOW\�OHDGHUV�RI�KLV�XQLYHUVLW\¶V�%D¶DWK�3DUW\�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VWDWHG�WKDW�SURIHVVRUV�ZKR�OHDYH�6\ULD�ZLOO�EH�

FRQVLGHUHG�³WUDLWRUV�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ�´�+H�H[SUHVVHG�DQ[LHW\�

about his ability to return to his university position in Syria 

RQFH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�VWDELOL]HV�

confessional bias. Another Syrian described the importance 

RI�¿QGLQJ�DQ�LQWHUPHGLDU\�RI�WKH�VDPH�UHOLJLRXV�FRPPXQLW\�

at the university who could help him with applying. 

&RQIHVVLRQDO�TXRWDV�DW�/8�FRXOG�DOVR�LPSDFW�6\ULDQ�IDFXOW\�

seeking employment at Lebanon’s largest university.�� 

(YHQ�WKRVH�6\ULDQ�DFDGHPLFV�ZKR�HQMR\�VWURQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�

Lebanese higher education institutions face problems due to 

the country’s restrictive labor laws and the obtuse criteria and 

processes for securing Lebanese work permits and residency 

�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�6\ULDQV��EXW�DIIHFWLQJ�DOO�QRQ�/HEDQHVH���7KHVH�

barriers are compounded by the widespread sensitivity to 

6\ULDQV¶�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�/HEDQRQ��:H�LQWHUYLHZHG�RQH�6\ULDQ�

academic who, as part of the hiring process at a Lebanese 

university, was compelled to have his wife sign a contract 

VWDWLQJ�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�QRW�ZRUN�LQ�/HEDQRQ��+DG�VKH�UHIXVHG�WR�

sign, she would have been denied residency in the country.

Lebanon’s tenuous political situation is also affecting Syrian 

academics. As with students, Syrian scholars with a history 

RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�DO�$VVDG�IDPLO\�GR�QRW�IHHO�FRPIRUWDEOH�

in the country, fearing that the hands of the regime stretch 

into Lebanese universities. Several Lebanese university 

administrators expressed reluctance to hire Syrian faculty 

who may be opposed to the Assad regime. One administrator 

informed us that, for his university to hire a Syrian, the 

professor would need to sign a statement pledging to avoid 

any engagement in political activity.

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�GRQRUV�FDQ�SOD\�D�FULWLFDO�

role in facilitating the academic integration of Syrian faculty 

DW�/HEDQRQ¶V�XQLYHUVLWLHV��:LWKRXW�WKLV�VXSSRUW�±�ERWK�WKH�

IXQGLQJ�DQG�FRVW�VKDULQJ�RI�YLVLWLQJ�SRVLWLRQV��DQG�WKH�
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5HIXJHHV�6FKRODUVKLS�3URJUDP�´�D�SLORW�LQLWLDWLYH�WR�LQFUHDVH�

the number of Syrian university students enrolled at Lebanese 

XQLYHUVLWLHV��6LQFH�LWV�ODXQFK�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI�������WKLV�SURJUDP�

has provided more than 250 scholarships to Syrian students, 

SULPDULO\�DW�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�SULYDWH�PLGGOH�WLHU�

XQLYHUVLWLHV��VXFK�DV�$O�-LQDQ��7ULSROL��$UWV��6FLHQFHV�DQG�

Technology; and Lebanese International.

/$6H5�HPSOR\V�D�XQLTXH�DQG�KLJKO\�SUDJPDWLF�PRGHO�WKDW�

UHTXLUHV�LQWLPDWH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�ORFDO�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�

HFRQRP\��,Q�VKRUW��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�QHJRWLDWHV�WXLWLRQ�

GLVFRXQWV�IRU�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�XQGHU�RFFXSLHG�PDMRUV��WKXV�

DOORZLQJ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�HDUQ�D�SUR¿W�RQ� 

students who are paying reduced tuition. LASeR supplements 

these tuition discounts with its own partial scholarships.

:H�PHW�ZLWK�WKH�/$6H5�OHDGHUVKLS�WHDP�DW�WKHLU�7ULSROL�

KHDGTXDUWHUV��ZKHUH�WKH\�GHVFULEHG�IRU�XV�WKH�PXOWL�VWHS�

admissions and placement process. The LASeR scholarship 

is limited to Syrian university students who have been unable 

to continue their studies in Lebanon and are registered with 

WKH�81+&5��7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DVNV�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�KRZ�

WKHLU�VWXGLHV�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�PHUHO\�

IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�DFDGHPLF�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�RU�¿QDQFLDO�

need. LASeR submits the list of its accepted students to 

partner universities. These universities then decide which 

VWXGHQWV�WKH\�FDQ�DGPLW��7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�UHVSHFWLYH�

UHJLVWUDU¶V�RI¿FHV�PDWFK�WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDMRUV�ZLWK�VSDFH��

The students are offered reduced tuition rates, while the 

remaining fees are paid by LASeR to the university as a 

scholarship.�� Students who are accepted by LASeR and  

D�XQLYHUVLW\�EXW�ZKR�FDQQRW�IHDVLEO\�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�PDMRUV�RI�

I%&+#+3+#'%$( C$&) S+3*#)&

'HVSLWH�WKH�JHQHUDO�LQGLIIHUHQFH�RI�/HEDQHVH�XQLYHUVLW\�

DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�WR�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SOLJKW�RI�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�

age students, there are some examples of Lebanese and 

Syrians establishing initiatives to support the integration of 

Syrians into Lebanon’s universities. Two such initiatives are 

GHVFULEHG�EHORZ��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQH�LQLWLDWLYH�OHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�

6WDWHV�$JHQF\�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW��86$,'���

:KLOH�WKH�ODWWHU�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�KHOS�/HEDQHVH�VWXGHQWV��LW�

might be applied as a model for Syrians.

It should also be noted that various programs exist on an 

institutional basis to provide displaced Syrian students with 

VFKRODUVKLSV��LQFOXGLQJ�DW�86-��LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�*OREDO�

3ODWIRUP�IRU�6\ULDQ�6WXGHQWV��DQG�DQ�LQLWLDWLYH�DW�82%�IXQGHG�

by a Syrian businessman. There are also several programs 

that seek to assist Syrian students by connecting them to 

scholarships outside of Lebanon, such as the IIE Syria 

&RQVRUWLXP�IRU�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�&ULVLV�DQG�WKH�*OREDO�

Platform, a Consortium partner. The Global Platform recently 

RUJDQL]HG�ZKDW�DPRXQWHG�WR�DQ�³DLUOLIW´�RI����6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�

from Lebanon to Portugal, where the students are pursuing 

undergraduate and graduate studies at universities in seven 

Portuguese cities.

C!)$ O'$: LASeR’s “Syrian Refugees  
Scholarship Program”

,Q�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�PDVVLYH�LQÀX[�RI�GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�

university students into Lebanon, the Lebanese Association 

IRU�6FLHQWL¿F�5HVHDUFK��/$6H5����GHYHORSHG�WKH�³6\ULDQ�
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QRQ�/HEDQHVH��H�J���HGXFDWLRQ��KHDOWK�VFLHQFHV��DQG�EXVLQHVV���

recipients of partial scholarships who cannot pay the remaining 

WXLWLRQ��DQG�VWXGHQWV�RI�WKH�/HEDQHVH�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�WXLWLRQ�

LV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ORZHU�WKDQ�DW�SULYDWH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��� 

LASeR recently expanded its compass to offer vocational 

and leadership training to scholarship recipients in the areas 

RI�FRQÀLFW�UHVROXWLRQ��QHJRWLDWLRQ��VWUHVV�PDQDJHPHQW��DQG�

emotional intelligence. As part of this training, in the future, 

VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�GHYHORS�SURSRVDOV�IRU�SURMHFWV�

WR�VHUYH�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��$W�SUHVHQW��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�

DEOH�WR�IXQG�VHYHUDO�RI�WKHVH�SURMHFWV�HDFK�\HDU��DQG�LW�LV�

VHHNLQJ�IXQGLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�DGGLWLRQDO�SURMHFWV��,W�DOVR�SODQV�

to begin offering English language courses to its students 

during summer 2014, in recognition of the fact that English 

SUR¿FLHQF\�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�DFDGHPLF�DQG�

professional success for Syrians in Lebanon.

:LWK�DGGLWLRQDO�IXQGLQJ�DQG�FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ�VXSSRUW��

LASeR’s Syrian Refugees Scholarship Program could 

enable many more Syrian university students to continue 

their education in Lebanon. In addition, although the LASeR 

constituency is primarily Sunni, which represents the vast 

PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�UHIXJHH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�/HEDQRQ��

WKH�PRGHO�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�HPSOR\V�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�EH�

replicated in other regions and communities as well.��  

6LJQL¿FDQWO\��/$6H5�KDV�SODFHG�VWXGHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�

/HEDQRQ��:H�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�/$6H5�DFWLYHO\�VHHNV�WR�

support primarily Sunni Syrians; rather, this focus is  

ODUJHO\�GXH�WR�WKH�JHRJUDSKLFDO�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�

natural constituency.

their choice are offered counseling through LASeR to  

DVVLVW�ZLWK�HLWKHU�VZLWFKLQJ�PDMRUV�RU�WUDQVIHUULQJ�WR�D� 

different university.

,Q�WKLV�ZD\��/$6H5�XWLOL]HV�WKH�SUR¿W�PRWLYH�DW�/HEDQRQ¶V�

private universities by negotiating scholarships at little to no 

cost to the institution. It also taps into the universities’ desire 

for positive exposure; it allows them to be seen as socially 

responsible and supportive of the Syrian refugees, which is 

important in northern Lebanon in particular.

7R�IXUWKHU�PD[LPL]H�LPSDFW��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�SULRULWL]HV�

VWXGHQWV�ZKR�IDOO�LQWR�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FDWHJRULHV��

XQGHUJUDGXDWH�DQG�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKHLU�¿QDO�\HDU�RI�

VWXG\��VWXGHQWV�PDMRULQJ�LQ�¿HOGV�WKDW�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�VXLWHG�WR�

addressing the needs of Syrian refugees and that afford more 

MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RU�RIIHU�VWXGHQWV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�VHOI�

employed given the various professional restrictions placed on 

In response to the massive influx 
of displaced Syrian university 
students into Lebanon, the Lebanese 
Association for Scientific Research 
(LASeR) developed the “Syrian 
Refugees Scholarship Program,” a 
pilot initiative to increase the number 
of Syrian university students enrolled 
at Lebanese universities. 
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and students seeking to continue their university studies 

LQ�/HEDQRQ��0RVW�DUH�HPSOR\HG�E\�-XVRRU��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�

ZRUN�DV�YROXQWHHUV��7KH�UHVHDUFK�WHDP�YLVLWHG�-XVRRU¶V�

&HQWHU�IRU�,QIRUPDO�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�%HLUXW�DQG�PHW�ZLWK�D�

number of these students, who expressed a desire to both 

continue their education and help their fellow Syrians. 

7KLV�SURJUDP��QRWDEOH�IRU�ERWK�LWV�HI¿FDF\�DQG�LWV�ULSSOH�

effects, represents an important example of the benefits that 

IORZ�IURP�FRQQHFWLQJ�KLJKO\�PRWLYDWHG�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�

students to opportunities to serve and work within their 

own communities.

-XVRRU�/HEDQRQ�LV�DOVR�DFWLYH�LQ�DGYLVLQJ�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�

on their higher education options, both in Lebanon and 

internationally. These activities could be expanded with donor 

support and could also include the formal administration of 

VFKRODUVKLS�SURJUDPV�LQ�/HEDQRQ��:LWK�-XVRRU¶V�H[WHQVLYH�

networks among displaced Syrians, experience in higher 

HGXFDWLRQ�UHODWHG�PHQWRULQJ�DQG�RXWUHDFK��DQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�

C!)$ T5%: Jusoor’s “Refugee Education  
Program: Generation Hope for Syria”

-XVRRU�LV�D�6\ULDQ�H[SDWULDWH�OHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�1*2�WKDW�

supports various educational initiatives for Syrians affected 

E\�WKH�FRQÀLFW�����,Q�/HEDQRQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�

³5HIXJHH�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDP��*HQHUDWLRQ�+RSH�IRU�6\ULD´�

enrolls Syrian students in primary and secondary schools 

throughout the country and provides informal education at 

FHQWHUV�LQ�%HLUXW�DQG�WKH�%LTD¶D�9DOOH\�����/DXQFKHG�LQ�-XQH�

������WKH�SURJUDP�LV�FXUUHQWO\�HGXFDWLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�������

Syrian children.

6LJQL¿FDQWO\��WKH�5HIXJHH�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDP�LV�OHG�E\�

displaced Syrian university students, with fundraising and 

RWKHU�VXSSRUW�IURP�-XVRRU¶V�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�OHDGHUVKLS��7KH�

GLUHFWRU�RI�-XVRRU�/HEDQRQ��D�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW�KLPVHOI��

HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�KDOI�RI�WKH�WHDFKHUV�DW�WKH�%LTD¶D�9DOOH\�VFKRROV�

DUH�XQLYHUVLW\�DJH��UHFHQW�JUDGXDWHV��HQUROOHG�VWXGHQWV��

Drawings by Syrian children participating  

in Jusoor’s educational programs in Beirut. 

 J. King, March 2014
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)RU�H[DPSOH��LW�EULGJHV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�JDS�EHWZHHQ�QHHG��DQG�

PHULW�EDVHG�VFKRODUVKLSV�E\�VWLSXODWLQJ�WKDW�UHFLSLHQWV�KDYH�D�

SXEOLF�VFKRRO�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�¿QDQFLDO�QHHG��ZKLOH�

DOVR�UHTXLULQJ�WKDW�WKH\�DWWDLQ�FHUWDLQ�PLQLPXP�WHVW�VFRUHV�DQG�

demonstrate a history of community service and leadership. 

7KH�86$,'�SURJUDP�DOVR�SURYLGHV�D�FRPSOHWH�SDFNDJH�RI�

supplementary support to its students. In addition to paying the 

students’ tuition fees, the scholarship offers a monthly stipend, 

housing or a transportation allowance, medical insurance, a 

ERRN�DOORZDQFH��DQG�D�ODSWRS��$W�$8%��VWXGHQWV�DUH�HOLJLEOH�WR�

take intensive English courses.41  Finally, the program focuses 

RQ�¿HOGV�RI�VWXG\�VHHQ�DV�FULWLFDO�WR�/HEDQRQ¶V�GHYHORSPHQW�

and the students’ future employment prospects.

$�VLPLODU�RU�SDUDOOHO�SURJUDP��VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�86�

sanctions on Syria and Syrians, could be replicated to target 

Syrian university students in Lebanon, especially if additional 

resources were devoted to language and leadership training 

DQG�ZRUN�VWXG\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

WKH�/HEDQHVH�HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FRXOG�VHUYH� 

as an effective link between international NGOs and donors,  

Syrian university students, and Lebanese universities. In 

addition, it has the advantage of being largely perceived by 

6\ULDQV�DV�QRQ�VHFWDULDQ��DV�LWV�VWDII�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�FRPH�

from a variety of Syrian cities, religions, and ethnic groups, 

DQG�LQFOXGHV�/HEDQHVH�DQG�QRQ�6\ULDQV�DV�ZHOO�

C!)$ T,*$$: USAID’s “University  
Scholarship Program”

,Q�������86$,'�ODXQFKHG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�6FKRODUVKLS�

Program in Lebanon, which provides undergraduate 

scholarships and supplemental support for Lebanese public 

VFKRRO�JUDGXDWHV�WR�VWXG\�DW�WKUHH�%HLUXW�XQLYHUVLWLHV��$8%��

/$8��DQG�+8�40  Although this program focuses exclusively 

RQ�/HEDQHVH�FLWL]HQV��LW�QRQHWKHOHVV�SURYLGHV�VHYHUDO�

important scholarship models that are directly applicable to 

the Syrian university student population in Lebanon.

Graffiti near the former Green Line in Beirut.  

J. King, March 2014
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XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV��FODLPLQJ�WKHVH�SURJUDPV�PXVW�EHQH¿W�

vulnerable Lebanese students as well in order to succeed.

7.�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�UHSRUW�VLJQL¿FDQW�QHJDWLYH�

attitudes and discriminatory practices toward them both  

on and off campus.

8.�/RFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�/HEDQRQ��UHOLJLRXV�DI¿OLDWLRQ��DQG�

available resources all affect displaced Syrians’ ability to 

navigate Lebanon’s institutions of higher education, or,  

for scholars, to secure academic employment.

9.�/HEDQRQ�LV�SROLWLFDOO\�XQVWDEOH��DQG�WKH�6\ULDQ�FRQÀLFW�

is increasingly playing out in the country, including on 

a number of university campuses. Security concerns for 

Syrian university students and faculty in Lebanon are very 

real, particularly for those who may have been politically 

DFWLYH�RU�ZKR�KDLO�IURP�DQWL�UHJLPH�DUHDV�

10. Educational initiatives and opportunities that are 

innovative and replicable, and for which the international 

community could provide funding and build capacity, 

ZLOO�KDYH�WR�FRQWHQG�ZLWK�VLJQL¿FDQW�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�

SROLWLFDO�UHDOLWLHV�XQLTXH�WR�/HEDQHVH�VRFLHW\�

11. Effective existing programs providing scholarship 

VXSSRUW�DQG�VXEVLGLHV�WR�XQLYHUVLW\�DJH�6\ULDQ�UHIXJHHV�

and displaced people have limited capacity as measured 

by personnel and funding, but are succeeding in local 

FRQWH[WV��6XFFHVVIXO�ORFDO�1*2V�KDYH�FUHDWHG�HI¿FLHQW�

and creative solutions in part because they do not 

1. 7KH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�

students in Lebanon are not continuing any form of higher 

education or advanced training.

2.�7KH�FULVLV�RI�D�³/RVW�*HQHUDWLRQ´�ZLOO�JURZ�ZRUVH�DV� 

Syrian students in Lebanon are unable to complete high 

VFKRRO�RU�WDNH�WKH�UHTXLVLWH�H[LW�DQG�HQWUDQFH�H[DPV�DQG� 

as the resources of currently enrolled university students 

are depleted.

3.�'HVSLWH�SUH�FRQÀLFW�6\ULD¶V�URXJK�SDULW\�EHWZHHQ�IHPDOH�

and male attendance rates at universities, male enrollment 

in Lebanon appears to stand at a much higher rate.

4.�6HYHUDO�IDFWRUV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LPSDFW�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�6\ULDQV�WR�

DFFHVV�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�KLJKHU�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�/HEDQRQ��HFRQRPLF�

hardship; the historical relationship between Lebanon and 

Syria, local political issues; popular attitudes toward  

Syrians; and Lebanese university policies and practices.

5. The practical impact of Syrian student enrollment on 

Lebanon’s academic infrastructure has been negligible thus 

IDU��6LJQL¿FDQWO\��6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�FRXOG�¿OO�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�

gap for private universities, as enrollment, especially from 

the Arabian Peninsula, has declined due to the insecurity 

in Lebanon. Enrollment of Syrian students at the Lebanese 

8QLYHUVLW\��WKH�VWDWH�UXQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��KDV�

declined, as it has at several of Lebanon’s private universities.

6. Lebanese higher education institutions are generally 

resistant to establishing programs to support Syrian 

KEY FINDINGS
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KDYH�VWULFW�UHSRUWLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��:KLOH�WKHVH�ORFDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�LQLWLDWLYHV�DUH�VWHSSLQJ�LQ�HIIHFWLYHO\�

where many international NGOs and educational service 

providers are not, in some cases they may reinforce 

SDWWHUQV�RI�FRQIHVVLRQDO�EDVHG�UHVRXUFH�DOORFDWLRQ�

12.�:LWK�IHZ�H[FHSWLRQV��6\ULDQ�IDFXOW\�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�VHFXUH�

academic work at Lebanese universities without external 

VXSSRUW�IURP�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

General Recommendations:

1.  +HOSLQJ�TXDOL¿HG�GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�

connect to higher education opportunities should become a 

NH\�SODQN�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�HIIRUWV�WR��DGGUHVV�

WKH�VXIIHULQJ�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�6\ULD��PDLQWDLQ�

the intellectual capacity needed to undertake the work of 

UHEXLOGLQJ�6\ULD�DIWHU�WKH�FRQÀLFW��FRQWULEXWH�WR�UHJLRQDO�

VHFXULW\��SURPRWH�ZRPHQ¶V�HPSRZHUPHQW��DQG�DI¿UP�WKH�

human right to education.

2. <RXQJ�DGXOWV��DJHG�������±�DQG�WKH�VXEVHW�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�

VWXGHQWV�±�VKRXOG�EHFRPH�D�VSHFL¿F�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�

UHFRJQL]HG�FDWHJRU\�RI�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DQDO\VLV�DQG�VXSSRUW��

This research should also seek to understand how best to 

close the evident gender gaps in university attendance. 

3. Programs and initiatives should connect Syrian university 

VWXGHQWV�DQG�JUDGXDWHV�WR�YROXQWHHU�DQG�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

to serve their community, especially in education, human 

rights, and physical and mental health care. This effort 

might include university scholarships that are directly 

WLHG�WR�LQWHUQVKLSV��ZRUN�VWXG\�SURJUDPV��DQG�SRVW�

graduation employment. Such programs can serve as a 

FULWLFDO�WRRO�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�UDGLFDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�

other antisocial behavior. Furthermore, they represent an 

important opportunity to empower highly motivated youth 

with advanced skills and training to help meet the vast 

humanitarian and educational needs of the Syrian  

refugee population.

4. A range of higher education programs and solutions 

should be developed that can account for the diverse 

contexts within which displaced Syrians are living. In 

SUDFWLFH��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�ERGLHV��JRYHUQPHQWV��GRQRU�

agencies, NGOs, and universities should work with 

WKH�IURQW�OLQH�KRVWLQJ�VWDWHV�WR�GHYHORS�D�KROLVWLF�DQG�

coordinated response that offers targeted solutions to meet 

GENERAL AND LEBANON!SPECIFIC  
RECOMMENDATIONS
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students’ diverse needs. For example, the higher education 

opportunities and challenges for Syrians in Lebanon differ 

VLJQL¿FDQWO\�IURP�WKRVH�HOVHZKHUH��)XUWKHUPRUH��ZKLOH� 

WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�QHHG�VXSSRUW�WR�

FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IURQW�OLQH�KRVWLQJ�

states, others have the educational background to pursue 

their studies in North America or Europe, and should be 

supported in this pursuit.

5. The international community, working primarily with 

global higher education, should begin to shift the cost of 

connecting Syrian university students with educational 

opportunities in contiguous host states through various 

measures, including helping those states expand capacity 

for all students, especially in language instruction. In 

particular, European and North American institutions of 

higher learning should build collaborative relationships 

with universities and educational NGOs in these countries 

to provide opportunities for scholarships and other support. 

,Q�FDVHV�ZKHUH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�KDYH�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

with universities in the region, assistance to Syrians should 

EHFRPH�D�SULRULW\��&RQVRUWLXP�W\SH�PRGHOV��VXFK�DV�WKH�

IIE Syria Consortium, can help by connecting scholarships 

with applicants, assisting institutions in hosting Syrian 

VWXGHQWV��DQG�PHQWRULQJ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�DGMXVWLQJ�WR�DFDGHPLF�

life abroad.

6. 8QLYHUVLWLHV�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�DQG�(XURSH�VKRXOG�LQFUHDVH�

the number of visiting faculty positions at their institutions 

for displaced and endangered Syrian university academics 

and professionals. Partnering with programs like the IIE 

Scholar Rescue Fund can help ease this process. It is 

GLI¿FXOW�WR�H[SHFW�IURQW�OLQH�VWDWHV�±�HVSHFLDOO\�-RUGDQ� 

and Lebanon – to support displaced Syrian academics  

LI�XQLYHUVLWLHV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�DUH�QRW�GRLQJ�VR�DV�ZHOO�

7.  North American and European governments should 

GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�XWPRVW�ÀH[LELOLW\�LQ�JUDQWLQJ�VWXGHQW� 

and visiting scholar visas to displaced Syrians, especially 

WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�81+&5��,Q�PDQ\�FDVHV��

VWXGHQWV�UHJLVWHUHG�ZLWK�81+&5�DUH�LQHOLJLEOH�IRU�

international scholarships due to visa limitations from  

the hosting country.

Lebanon-Specific Recommendations:

1. International NGOs, donor agencies, and universities 

should work with consortia of Lebanese universities that 

are interested in developing or expanding programs that 

FDQ�DVVLVW�TXDOL¿HG�GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDFXOW\��

Such programs should build these universities’ capacity in 

the areas of preparatory language instruction, academic and 

peer counseling, and work study opportunities, potentially 

EHQH¿WWLQJ�ERWK�6\ULDQ�DQG�/HEDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�

2. $Q�LGHDO�FRQVRUWLXP�ZRXOG�EULQJ�WKUHH�%HLUXW�EDVHG��

$PHULFDQ�OLEHUDO�DUWV�VW\OH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WRJHWKHU�±� 

WKH�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%HLUXW��/HEDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�

8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�+DLJD]LDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�±�LQ�D�SURJUDP�

IRU�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�86$,'�8QLYHUVLW\�

Scholarship Program. Given these campuses’ close 

proximity, they could potentially share the costs for 

intensive English language training programs and 

psychosocial, academic, and career counseling services,  
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DV�ZHOO�DV�ZRUN�VWXG\�SURJUDPV��(DFK�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�

KDV�H[WHQVLYH�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKURXJK�VWXGHQW�

and faculty exchange programs with universities in the 

8�6���ZKLFK�FRXOG�VHUYH�DV�D�EDVLV�RQ�ZKLFK�WR�EXLOG�

VXSSRUW�IRU�SURMHFWV�DQG�SURJUDPV�WR�EHQH¿W�YXOQHUDEOH�

Syrian students. These consortia would be a platform 

from which fellowship and scholarship opportunities and 

ZRUN�VWXG\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�FRXOG�EH�GHVLJQHG�IRU�YXOQHUDEOH�

6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�RQ�ERWK�QHHG��DQG�PHULW��EDVHV�

3. Establish an academic center for Syrians through 

established local NGOs that empowers local young 

Syrians with leadership roles. Such a center should work 

ZLWK�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�RQ�WKHLU�VKRUW�WHUP�DGMXVWPHQW�

LVVXHV�DQG�ORQJHU�WHUP�GHFLVLRQV��SOD\LQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

UROHV��SURYLGH�SV\FKRVRFLDO�VXSSRUW��DFDGHPLF�DQG�FDUHHU�

counseling, and visa advising; serve as an information hub 

for academic and scholarship opportunities; and interface 

with local, regional, and international NGOs. This 

collaboration should also connect students to volunteer, 

LQWHUQVKLS��DQG�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

4.  Intergovernmental bodies, NGOs, universities, and donors 

should be conscious of how their scholarship programs and 

priorities may or may not foster the perception or reality 

RI�VHFWDULDQLVP��5DWKHU��SURJUDPV�VKRXOG�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�

potential of higher education to ease sectarian tension and 

build social comity and solidarity.

5.  ([LVWLQJ�DQG�SURVSHFWLYH�VFKRODUVKLS�SURJUDPV�VKRXOG�¿QG�

FUHDWLYH�ZD\V�WR�EULGJH�WUDGLWLRQDO�PHULW��DQG�QHHG�EDVHG�

PRGHOV��%HFDXVH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VFKRODUVKLSV�W\SLFDOO\�UHTXLUH�

SUR¿FLHQF\�LQ�(QJOLVK�RU�RWKHU�(XURSHDQ�ODQJXDJHV�� 

within the Syrian context, these scholarships have generally 

EHHQ�OLPLWHG�WR�HOLWH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�HQMR\�DFFHVV�WR�ODQJXDJH�

training. The implementation of a hybrid need / merit 

PRGHO�WKDW�WDNHV�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�ERWK�¿QDQFLDO�RU�RWKHU�

QHHGV�DQG�VXFK�PHULW�EDVHG�IDFWRUV�DV�KLVWRU\�RI�FRPPXQLW\�

service, rather than simply academic credentials, would 

HQDEOH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�VXSSRUW�KLJK�

achieving students with leadership potential who may lack 

WRS�WHVW�VFRUHV�RU�DGYDQFHG�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJH�ÀXHQF\� 

 Scholarship Archetypes 

 Financial support could be tailored to meet 

the programmatic interests and priorities of 

institutional donors and might include several 

VFKRODUVKLS�DUFKHW\SHV�

Merit-based scholarships for elite students: 

direct funding to Lebanon’s top universities  

to ensure that Syria’s most promising students  

are able to continue their studies.

Merit- and need-based scholarships to non-

elite students with academic promise and 

demonstrated commitment to working with 

refugees: IXQGLQJ�WR�ORFDO�1*2V�OLNH�,+5�DQG�
LASeR to develop programs that reach students 

with some access to funding (scholarships can be 

partial), and who have already demonstrated some 

ability, but will face challenges without support.

Need-based scholarships to non-elite students: 

IXQGLQJ�WR�ORFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�OLNH�,+5�DQG�
LASeR that are able to access the vulnerable 

students who lack means.
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6. :RUN�ZLWK�HVWDEOLVKHG�6\ULDQ�DQG�/HEDQHVH�HGXFDWLRQDO�

1*2V�OLNH�-XVRRU�DQG�/$6H5�WR�EXLOG�FDSDFLW\�DQG�WUDLQ�

a new generation of Syrian human rights and humanitarian 

activists from among vulnerable Syrian youth.

7. :KLOH�WKH�/HEDQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�QHJRWLDWHV�D�ORQJHU�

term strategy toward the Syrian refugee population, the 

international community should encourage it to ease labor 

restrictions that might prevent Syrians from working 

within the refugee communities, especially in sectors such 

as education, health care, and the delivery of services. 

$�SRVVLEOH�PRGHO�LV�D�SURJUDP�LQLWLDWHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�

1DWLRQV�5HOLHI�DQG�:RUNV�$JHQF\�IRU�3DOHVWLQLDQ�5HIXJHHV�

LQ�WKH�1HDU�(DVW��81:5$���ZKLFK�HPSOR\V�3DOHVWLQLDQ�

refugees to provide educational and medical services 

within the Palestinian refugee environment. Such a model 

would both increase opportunities for vulnerable Syrian 

youth and enhance the ability of the Syrian community to 

meet its own basic educational and development needs by 

XWLOL]LQJ�WKH�VNLOOV�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�RI�WKLV�GHPRJUDSKLF��7R�

some extent, this effort is already underway in the context 

of second shift schools for Syrian children in Tripoli.

FURTHER READINGS
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This research was made possible by the generous support 

of the Carnegie Corporation of New York, with additional 

IXQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ��'U��

:LOOLDP�%��/DF\��9LFH�SURYRVW�IRU�8QLYHUVLW\�2XWUHDFK�DQG�

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3URJUDPV��8&�'DYLV��DQG�WKH�'DYLV�6XQULVH�

5RWDU\�&OXE��$W�,,(��ZH�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�JUDWHIXO�WR�0V��'DQLHOD�

.DLVWK��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��([WHUQDO�$IIDLUV�DQG�,,(�,QLWLDWLYHV��

DQG�0V��6DUDK�:LOOFR[��'LUHFWRU��,,(�6FKRODU�5HVFXH�)XQG��

for their thoughtful review of an earlier draft of this report, 

as well as their constant support and feedback throughout 

research planning and implementation.

:H�DUH�LQGHEWHG�WR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV��ZKR�KHOSHG�

arrange interviews and focus groups for us and offered their 

RZQ�LQYDOXDEOH�LQVLJKWV�DQG�H[SHUWLVH��'U��6DOZD�1DFRX]L��

Agence universitaire de la Francophonie��$8)���0U��+DQL�

-HVUL�DQG�0U��0DKPRXG�.KDOLO��-XVRRU��'U��0XVWDSKD�-D]]DU�

DQG�0V��=HLQD�$ZD\GDWH��/HEDQHVH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�6FLHQWL¿F�

5HVHDUFK��/$6H5���0V��+D\D�DO�$WDVVL�DQG�0U��6DPHU�

6DKORXO��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�+XPDQLWDULDQ�5HOLHI��,+5���:LWKRXW�

their support, this research simply would not have been 

SRVVLEOH��:H�DUH�DOVR�JUDWHIXO�WR�WKH�H[SHUWV�DQG�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�

who shared their knowledge and experience. Among others, 

WKHVH�LQFOXGH�'U��0DKD�6KXD\E��&HQWUH�IRU�/HEDQHVH�6WXGLHV�

�&/6���'U��$GQDQ�(O�$PLQH��/HEDQHVH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�

(GXFDWLRQDO�6WXGLHV��/$(6���0U��+DFKHP�(O�+RXVVHLQL��$ERX�

-DRXGH�	�$VVRFLDWHV�/DZ�)LUP��0V��'DNPDUD�*HRUJHVFX�DQG�

0U��*DEULHO�HO�.KLOL��81(6&2��DQG�0V��$JDWKD�$EL�$DG�DQG�

0V��$XGUH\�1LUUHQJDUWHQ��81+&5�

:H�DOVR�WKDQN�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�

Lebanese higher education community, who generously 

shared their time with us, and in many cases facilitated 

RXU�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�RQ�WKHLU�FDPSXVHV��'U��$KPDG�

-DPPDO��/HEDQHVH�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��'U��$KPHG�'DOODO��

'U��1HVUHHQH�*KDGGDU��DQG�WKHLU�FROOHDJXHV�DW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�

8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%HLUXW��'U��$EHG�<DNDQ��'U��$LVKD�<DNDQ��DQG�

'U��+RXVVDP�6EDW��$O�-LQDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��'U��:DOLG�0RXED\HG�

DQG�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%DODPDQG��'U��+DVVDQ�

.KDFKIH�DQG�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�DW�WKH�/HEDQHVH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

8QLYHUVLW\¶V�.KL\DUD�FDPSXV��DQG�'U��$UGD�(NPHNML�DQG�

'U��$QWUDQLN�'DNHVVLDQ��+DLJD]LDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��:H�WDNH�

encouragement from these university administrators, who 

expressed enthusiasm for international partnerships to support 

GLVSODFHG�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VFKRODUV��:H�EHOLHYH�

that they represent the best hope for increasing Syrians’ 

access to higher education in Lebanon.

Although we witnessed both cruelty and indifference 

in Lebanon, we also met young people whose courage, 

dedication, and hard work in the face of terrible 

FLUFXPVWDQFHV�JDYH�XV�JUHDW�KRSH��:H�GHGLFDWH�RXU�UHSRUW�WR�

these young men and women, who, though displaced from 

their homes and their education, represent the future of Syria.
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116\ULDQ�HQUROOPHQW�DW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%HLUXW��IRU�H[DPSOH��
GHFOLQHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH���������DQG���������DFDGHPLF�\HDUV��DV�LW�GLG�DW�WKH�
,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/HEDQRQ��7KLV�¿JXUH�LV�GUDZQ�IURP�VWDWLVWLFV�SURYLGHG�
E\�WKH�WZR�XQLYHUVLWLHV��RQ�¿OH�ZLWK�WKH�DXWKRUV�

12)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2[IRUG¶V�5HIXJHH�6WXGLHV�
&HQWUH��ZZZ�SUVSURMHFW�RUJ�.

��
Squandering Humanity��S����

14³6FKRRO�LV�D�'UHDP�IRU�6\ULDQ�5HIXJHH�)DPLO\�6WUXJJOLQJ�LQ�/HEDQRQ�´�
5HWULHYHG�IURP�81+&5��ZZZ�XQKFU�RUJ�������H���KWPO��UHWULHYHG�0D\�
20, 2014). These elementary schools are run by the National Coalition for 

Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces (commonly known in Arabic 

as al-Ittilaf), which has negotiated with Lebanese private schools to use 

classrooms after the traditional school day is over. This agreement allows 

Syrian children to receive instruction in Arabic, following a revised Syrian 

FXUULFXOXP��6HH�DOVR�:DWHQSDXJK�.��'���������0DUFK������³6WUXJJOLQJ�WR�
6DYH�D�*HQHUDWLRQ�RI�6\ULDQ�6FKRRO�&KLOGUHQ�RQ�WKH�6HFRQG�6KLIW�´ Retrieved 

IURP�+XI¿QJWRQ�3RVW��ZZZ�KXI¿QJWRQSRVW�FRP�NHLWK�GDYLG�ZDWHQSDXJK�
VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�VDYH�D�JHQHBEB��������KWPO.

157KH�KXPDQ�ULJKW�WR�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�$UWLFOH�������RI�WKH�
8QLYHUVDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��DQG�$UWLFOH�������F��RI�WKH�
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESR) 

VWDWHV��³+LJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�VKDOO�EH�PDGH�HTXDOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�DOO��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�
of capacity, by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive 

LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�IUHH�HGXFDWLRQ�´�5HWULHYHG�IURP�812+&5��www.ohchr.org/

EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx��6HH�DOVR�6WHLQHU��+��DQG�$OVWRQ��
3�����������³&RPPHQW�RQ�WKH�,&(65�DQG�WKH�&KDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�5LJKWV�´�,Q�+��
-��6WHLQHU��3��$OVWRQ��DQG�5��*RRGPDQ��HGV����International Human Rights in 

Context: Law, Politics, Morals���SS�����������1HZ�<RUN��1<��2[IRUG�

��.DEEDQL�DQG�6DOORXP�����

��81:5$�HVWLPDWH�DV�RI�-XQH�������5HWULHYHG�IURP�ZZZ�XQUZD�RUJ�ZKHUH�
ZH�ZRUN�OHEDQRQ��ODVW�DFFHVVHG�-XQH�����������

��Retrieved from ZZZ�KUZ�RUJ�HQ�ZRUOG�UHSRUW������OHEDQRQ.

19³&DPSV�2QO\�6ROXWLRQ�WR�5HIXJHH�&ULVLV��$EX�)DRXU�´��������0D\������
The Daily Star. Retrieved from ZZZ�GDLO\VWDU�FRP�OE�1HZV�/HEDQRQ�
1HZV������0D\�����������FDPSV�RQO\�VROXWLRQ�WR�UHIXJHH�FULVLV�DEX�
IDRXU�DVK[�D[]]��K]�O�9+�

206��$NUDP��SHUVRQDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��0D\�������6HH�DOVR��³3URWHFWLQJ�
6\ULDQ�5HIXJHHV��/DZV��3ROLFLHV��DQG�*OREDO�5HVSRQVLELOLW\�6KDULQJ�´�%RVWRQ�
8QLYHUVLW\�6FKRRO�RI�/DZ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&OLQLF��IRUWKFRPLQJ�-XQH�
�������DQG�1RUZHJLDQ�5HIXJHH�&RXQFLO��/HEDQRQ����������The Consequences of 

Limited Legal Status for Syrian Refugees in Lebanon. Retrieved from www.nrc.

QR�DUFK�LPJ�DVS["¿OHBLG ���������DFFHVVHG�0D\�����������

21Syrians without legal residency, including those who enter Lebanon at an illegal 

FURVVLQJ�EXW�KDYH�YDOLG�LGHQWLW\�GRFXPHQWV��PD\�VXEPLW�D�³SHWLWLRQ�RI�PHUF\´�IRU�
D������IHH��:KLOH�RXWVLGH�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�VFRSH�RI�WKLV�DVVHVVPHQW��LW�VKRXOG�EH�
QRWHG�WKHUH�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�TXDOL¿HG�VWXGHQWV�UHVLGLQJ�LOOHJDOO\�LQ�/HEDQRQ�

1�81+&5�GDWD��5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWS���GDWD�XQKFU�RUJ�V\ULDQUHIXJHHV�UHJLRQDO�
php��ODVW�DFFHVVHG�0D\�����������

2 81�HVWLPDWH�DV�RI�'HFHPEHU�������5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWS���V\ULD�XQRFKD�RUJ 

�ODVW�DFFHVVHG�0D\�����������

�³)RU�6\ULDQ�5HIXJHHV��µ/LIH�+DV�6WRSSHG�¶´��������$SULO�����>5DGLR�
EURDGFDVW@��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���1DWLRQDO�3XEOLF�5DGLR��5HWULHYHG�IURP�www.

QSU�RUJ����������������������IRU�V\ULDQ�UHIXJHHV�OLIH�KDV�VWRSSHG.

48QGHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��D�UHIXJHH�LV�GH¿QHG�E\�WKH������5HIXJHH�
&RQYHQWLRQ�DV�³VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�XQDEOH�RU�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�
RI�RULJLQ�RZLQJ�WR�D�ZHOO�IRXQGHG�IHDU�RI�EHLQJ�SHUVHFXWHG�IRU�UHDVRQV�
of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or 

SROLWLFDO�RSLQLRQ�´�6HH�Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of 

Refugees. Retrieved from ZZZ�XQKFU�RUJ��E��F�DD���KWPO. Lebanon has 

not signed the 1951 Convention, and has no domestic refugee law; Syrians 

ÀHHLQJ�YLROHQFH�DUH�WHUPHG�³GLVSODFHG�´�)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�DVVHVVPHQW��
ZH�XVH�WKH�WHUP�³GLVSODFHG´�WR�GHVFULEH�6\ULDQV�ZKR�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�/HEDQRQ�
as a result of the violence in Syria, including those who have registered with 

81+&5�IRU�5HIXJHH�6WDWXV�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ��:H�IXUWKHU�GH¿QH�³GLVSODFHG�
6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV´�DV�6\ULDQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI�������ZKR�IDOO�
ZLWKLQ�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FDWHJRULHV�����KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�VWXGHQWV�
when the war began who have been unable to complete their studies, 2) 

HQUROOHHV�LQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DIWHU�0DUFK������ZKR�KDYH�ÀHG�
VXEVHTXHQWO\��DQG����LQGLYLGXDOV�HOLJLEOH�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�WR�XQLYHUVLW\�E\�
YLUWXH�RI�SDVVLQJ�UHTXLUHG�H[DPLQDWLRQV��7KLV�GH¿QLWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�RI¿FLDOO\�
registered refugees, displaced people, persons of concern, and persons 

vulnerable to displacement.

5.DEEDQL��1���	�6DOORXP��6����������³,PSOLFDWLRQV�RI�)LQDQFLQJ�+LJKHU�
(GXFDWLRQ�IRU�$FFHVV�DQG�(TXLW\��7KH�&DVH�RI�6\ULD�´�Prospects, 41��������
����

�:DWHQSDXJK��.��'��HW�DO����������³8QFRXQWHG�DQG�8QDFNQRZOHGJHG��
6\ULD¶V�5HIXJHH�8QLYHUVLW\�6WXGHQWV�DQG�$FDGHPLFV�LQ�-RUGDQ�´�
5HWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�8&�'DYLV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�,QLWLDWLYH�DQG�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�����ZZZ�DFDGHPLD�HGX���������8QFRXQWHGBDQGB
8QDFNQRZOHGJHGB6\ULDVB5HIXJHHB8QLYHUVLW\B6WXGHQWVBDQGB$FDGHPLFVB
LQB-RUGDQ

�
Squandering Humanity: Socioeconomic Monitoring Report on Syria. 

��������5HWULHYHG�IURP�815:$��81'3��DQG�WKH�6\ULDQ�&HQWUH�IRU�
3ROLF\�5HVHDUFK������ZZZ�XQUZD�RUJ�VLWHV�GHIDXOW�¿OHV�VFSUBUHSRUWBT��
T�B����B������¿QDOB��SGI.

��6WDWLVWLFV�IURP�WKH�/HEDQHVH�0LQLVWU\�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�RQ�6\ULDQV�
HQUROOHG�DW�/HEDQRQ¶V�SULYDWH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�IRU�WKH���������DFDGHPLF�\HDU��
-XO\�����������RQ�¿OH�ZLWK�WKH�DXWKRUV�

9�6WDWLVWLFV�IURP�/8�RQ�6\ULDQ�HQUROOPHQW�IURP���������WKURXJK����������
0DUFK�����������RQ�¿OH�ZLWK�WKH�DXWKRUV�

10 The Lebanese educational NGO LASeR (described in the Institutional 

&DVH�6WXGLHV�VHFWLRQ��HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�RI�WKH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������XQLYHUVLW\�
DJHG�\RXWK�LQ�/HEDQRQ��VOLJKWO\�PRUH�WKDQ����KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�HQUROO�LQ�
/HEDQHVH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��/$6H5�SURPRWLRQDO�YLGHR��RQ�¿OH�ZLWK�WKH�DXWKRUV�

E%*%'+)&



39

The War Follows Them: Syrian University Students and Scholars in Lebanon | IIE | UCD-HRI 

��Retrieved from ZZZ�KUZ�RUJ�HQ�ZRUOG�UHSRUW������OHEDQRQ�

��(O�$PLQH����

��'XH�WR�WKH�¿HUFH�FRPSHWLWLRQ��SROLWLFDO�DQG�SRSXODU�VHQVLWLYLW\�WR�WKH�6\ULDQ�
SUHVHQFH�LQ�/HEDQRQ��DQG�H[FOXVLRQDU\�ODERU�ODZV��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�
6\ULDQ�SURIHVVRUV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�¿QG�ZRUN�LQ�/HEDQRQ�DUH�HPSOR\HG�
RQ�D�VKRUW�WHUP��KRXUO\�FRQWUDFW�EDVLV��7KHVH�FRQWUDFWV�GR�QRW�QHHG�DSSURYDO�
IURP�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�/DERU�

��LASeR was founded in 2009 with a mission to support Lebanese 

researchers and graduate students through scholarships and exchange 

programs. For more information, visit ZZZ�ODVHU�OE�RUJ�.

��,W�DOVR�VHHNV�ÀH[LELOLW\�IURP�SDUWQHU�XQLYHUVLWLHV�RQ�FUHGLW�WUDQVIHU�DQG�
admission of students with missing documents.

��/$6H5�VFKRODUVKLSV�SD\�WKH�IXOO�/8�WXLWLRQ��$W�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�86'��������
\HDU��/8�LV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�DIIRUGDEOH�WKDQ�/HEDQRQ¶V�SULYDWH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��
ZKHUH�WKH�DYHUDJH�WXLWLRQ�LV�86'����������\HDU�

��/$6H5¶V�DUUDQJHPHQW�ZLWK�/,8�±�ZLWK�LWV�EUDQFK�FDPSXVHV�WKURXJKRXW�
/HEDQRQ�DQG�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�QRQ�VHFWDULDQ�±�RIIHUV�D�JRRG�H[DPSOH��:LWK�WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�/,8�$NNDU��DOO�/,8�EUDQFKHV�RIIHU�D�����WXLWLRQ�GLVFRXQW�WR�
/$6H5¶V�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�DQ\�¿HOG�H[FHSW�SKDUPDF\��/,8�$NNDU�FKDUJHV�
WKH�ORZHU�¿[HG�WXLWLRQ�RI�86'��������

��For more information, visit ZZZ�MXVRRU�V\�RUJ���-XVRRU�DQG�,,(�
LPSOHPHQWHG�DQ�(PHUJHQF\�6WXGHQW�)XQG�IRU�6\ULDQ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�LQ�������-XVRRU�LV�DOVR�D�IRXQGLQJ�SDUWQHU�RI�WKH�,,(�6\ULD�&RQVRUWLXP�
IRU�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�&ULVLV��ZKLFK�FRQQHFWV�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�
to scholarships and tuition waivers at universities outside Syria. For 

more information on the Consortium, visit ZZZ�LLH�RUJ�3URJUDPV�6\ULD�
Scholarships��-XVRRU�DOVR�SURYLGHV�DFDGHPLF�PHQWRULQJ�WR�6\ULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�
VWXGHQWV�VHHNLQJ�WR�VWXG\�DEURDG��ZZZ�MXVRRU�V\�RUJ�SURJUDPV�DFDGHPLF�
SURJUDPV�PHQWRUVKLS�SURJUDP�.

49For more information, visit ZZZ�MXVRRU�V\�RUJ�SURJUDPV�DFDGHPLF�
SURJUDPV�UHIXJHH�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�.

40For more information, visit ZZZ�XVDLG�JRY�QHZV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURQWOLQHV�
\RXWK�PRELOH�WHFKQRORJ\�VFKRROV�DQG�VFKRODUVKLSV�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�
OHEDQRQ�(�������V��,Q�WRWDO��WKH�SURJUDP�DLPV�WR�VXSSRUW�PRUH�WKDQ�����
VWXGHQWV�SHU�\HDU��$8%������/$8������DQG�+8������

41$�VLPLODU�86$,'�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�(J\SW��WKH�/2786�6FKRODUVKLS�3URJUDP��
provides the opportunity for select scholarship recipients to undertake 

D�VHPHVWHU�DEURDG�LQ�WKH�8�6��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�www.iie.org/

3URJUDPV�86$,'�/RWXV�6FKRODUVKLS�3URJUDP�(QJOLVK.

221RWH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�\RXQJ�PHQ�IURP�'HUDD�LQWHUYLHZHG�LQ�-RUGDQ�UHSRUWHG�
EHLQJ�VHL]HG�DW�FKHFNSRLQWV�GHVSLWH�VKRZLQJ�SURRI�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�HQUROOPHQW��
6HH�:DWHQSDXJK�.��'��HW�DO������

��3UHVV79���������-XO\�����³(J\SW�6D\V�6\ULDQV�:LOO�1RZ�5HTXLUH�9LVDV�
WR�(QWHU�WKH�&RXQWU\�´�7KLV�UHSRUW�VWDWHV�WKDW�(J\SW�EHJDQ�DEUXSWO\�EDUULQJ�
6\ULDQV�IURP�HQWU\�RQ�-XO\����������5HWULHYHG�IURP�www.presstv.com/

GHWDLO�������������������HJ\SW�VD\V�V\ULDQV�ZLOO�QRZ�UHTXLUH�YLVDV�.

24 5DLQH\��9���������0D\�����³0DFKQRXN��1HZ�(QWU\�5XOHV�IRU�3DOHVWLQLDQV�
IURP�6\ULD�´�The Daily Star. Retrieved from www.dailystar.com.lb/News/

/HEDQRQ�1HZV������0D\�����������PDFKQRXN�QHZ�HQWU\�UXOHV�IRU�
SDOHVWLQLDQV�IURP�V\ULD�DVK[�L[]]��PJ�I,U���³7KH�QHZ�UXOHV�VWDWH�WKDW�LQ�
order to enter Lebanon, Palestinian refugees from Syria must now possess 

RQH�RI�WKUHH�/HEDQHVH�GRFXPHQWV��DQ�HQWU\�SHUPLW�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�*HQHUDO�
'LUHFWRUDWH�RI�*HQHUDO�6HFXULW\��D�UHVLGHQF\�RI�RQH�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV�RU�DQ�H[LW�
DQG�UHWXUQ�SHUPLW´��

25Note that Lebanon acceded to the Convention Against Torture on October 

5, 2000, which prohibits refoulement�LQ�$UWLFOH��������6HH�DOVR�+XPDQ�
5LJKWV�:DWFK���������0D\�����³/HEDQRQ��3DOHVWLQLDQV�%DUUHG��6HQW�WR�6\ULD�´�
Retrieved from ZZZ�KUZ�RUJ�QHZV������������OHEDQRQ�SDOHVWLQLDQV�EDUUHG�
VHQW�V\ULD.

��For a comprehensive assessment of refugee law frameworks and Syrian 

UHIXJHHV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�81+&5¶V�OLPLWDWLRQV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�DQG�
discrimination against Palestinian Syrians, see Akram, S. et al. Protecting 

Syrian Refugees: Laws, Policies, and Global Responsibility Sharing��%RVWRQ�
8QLYHUVLW\�6FKRRO�RI�/DZ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&OLQLF��IRUWKFRPLQJ�
Summer 2014).

��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�WKH������0HPRUDQGXP�LQWHQGHG�
to provide up to one year of protection prior to resettlement, and was not 

GHVLJQHG�WR�FRYHU�ODUJH�LQÀX[HV�RI�UHIXJHHV��WKH�81+&5�WHFKQLFDOO\�LV�
operating its current refugee registration operations under its terms. See 

)URQWLHUV�&HQWHU����������Lebanon-UNHCR Memorandum of Understanding. 

Retrieved from KWWS���WLQ\XUO�FRP�N�ETRHZ��ODVW�DFFHVVHG�0D\������������
6\ULD�1HHGV�$QDO\VLV�3URMHFW����������³/HJDO�6WDWXV�RI�,QGLYLGXDOV�)OHHLQJ�
6\ULD�´�5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWS���WLQ\XUO�FRP�QQ�[O�O��ODVW�DFFHVVHG�0D\�����
�������DQG�6DGHN��*����������³/HJDO�6WDWXV�RI�5HIXJHHV��(J\SW��-RUGDQ��
/HEDQRQ��DQG�,UDT�´�5HWULHYHG�IURP�7KH�/DZ�/LEUDU\�RI�&RQJUHVV��*OREDO�
/HJDO�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��ZZZ�ORF�JRY�ODZ�KHOS�UHIXJHHV�OHJDO�VWDWXV�
refugees.php.

��See Akram et al., footnote 25.

29)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�/HEDQRQ¶V�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU��VHH�WKH�$UDELF�
ODQJXDJH�DUWLFOH�=HLWRXQ��0��HW�DO����������³8QLYHUVLW\�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
-RE�0DUNHW�´�$EGHOPRQHP��6���(G����The Fourth Arab Report on Cultural 

Development��SS�����������%HLUXW��/HEDQRQ��$UDE�7KRXJKW�)RXQGDWLRQ��6HH�
DOVR�(O�$PLQH��$����������³4XDOLW\�,VVXHV�LQ�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�,QVWLWXWLRQV�
LQ�$UDE�&RXQWULHV�´�5HWULHYHG�IURP�/HEDQHVH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�(GXFDWLRQDO�
6WXGLHV��ZZZ�ODHV�RUJ�BQHZV�SKS"ODQJ HQ	QHZVBLG ��.

��See e.g., The Fourth Arab Report on Cultural Development�����������
5HWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�ZHEVLWH�IRU�WKH�6\ULDQ�0LQLVWU\�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ� 
ZZZ�KLJKHU�HGX�JRY�OE�DUDELF��


